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Bir the Wages of Sn is Death, but 11 N 
_ Cift of Cod i is eternal Life, Arg 
N eee our. Lord. | 


% am | 1 ESE Words W affected the 
Mind of that good and excellent 
7 Man, your late worthy Paſtor, gy = - 
_— Moments of his Life. | 
ede that the Diſtemper, which eck hin 
from you, Would conclude his Life and Ser- 
vices amongſt you; and therefore conſcious to 
himſelf of the Deſerts of Sin, There, fays he, 
a little before his Departure, naming the Words 
of my Text, is Mortality the Effect of Sin; ad- 
ding, as one that had g Hope and Chnſola- 
tion through Grace, with an air of. Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure, T. here is Immortality alſo the Effet? 
of Redemption by Jeſus Chrift, It Jus this that 
rendred him calm and eaſy in the Thoughts of 
his Diſſolution, and reconciled him to that aw- 
ful Change, which he ſaw immediately before 
bim. And from that Humility which He 
learnt from the former Part of the Words, and 
the lively Hope inſpired into his Breaft by the 


latter, he recommended them when dying to 
* A * your 


— 


T4 


your Meditation, as a Subject fit to be f fete 5 
| = - 


from by me on the preſent mournful Occa 
The evident Deſign of the foregoing Chapter 
is to engage. the Roman Converts to that univer- 
ſal Holineſs of Life, which is one great and 
principal Deſign of the Revelation of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. And to this the Apoſtle exhorts 
from a Variety of Arguments: The Influence 
which the Confideration of * Chriſts Death 
ſhould have on us, + into which wwe are bap- 
.iſed; the Conformity we ought to bear to 
- Chriſt as riſen from the Dead, who in that he died, 
died unto Sin once ; But in that he livetb, Ii wth 


_anto God, and in Reſemblance of whom we 
_ ought] likewiſe. to reckon ourſelves to be dead indeed 


unſo Sin, bnt alive unto God, and in conſequence 
of this to yield ourſelves unto God as thoſe who are 
ative from the dead : From the Grace that is ma- 


nafeſted to us in the Goſpel-Revelation ||, and 
our being delivered by Chriſt from all the Im- 


perfections and Rigours of the Law of Meſes 7: ; 
from the Nature of that Doctrine into which as 
:Chriſtians we are delivered. .; from the Unpro- 
fitableneſs of a ſinful Courſe: What Fruit had 
he then in thoſe things? viz. that ye committed, 
When ye were the Servants of Sin? Even ſuch 

Fruits as ye are. now aſhamed of. And finally, in 
the Words of my Text, from the en 


fs Conſeg vences of Sin and Holineſs : For the 
5 Wages A. Sin 15 Death, but the Gift of God 15 


07 Ver. 3,6 G * ver. 10, 11 13. een * 
* Ver. . 7 21. R 3 8 
eternal 


1 5 3 
eternal Life by Jeſus .Chrift our Tord. The 
Wages of Sin are the Wages which Sin gives, 


which 1s Death; but the Gift of God is eternal 
Life, The Antitheſis or Oppoſition here is - 
evidently between Sin and God, who are repre- 
ſented as two different Leaders and Command- © 


ers, having each of them their reſpective Fol- 
lowers, or Soldiers liſted under their Banners, and 
as having different Wages or Pay to diſtribute to 
thoſe who ſerve under them, The Wages, the 
proper Pay of Sin is Death, But the free Gift 
of God is eternal Life by Feſus Chriſt, * The 
Word we render, Wages, denotes properly the 
Pay of. Soldiers either in Money or Proviſion 
which they could claim as their own, and which 
was peculiarly due to their military Services and 

Labours. The Pay of thoſe, who engage in 

the Cauſe and Service of Sin, and enliſt them- 


ſelves under the Banners of Vice and Wicked- 
neſs, is certain and irrevocable Death : The 


Wages of Sin is Death. And in order to render 
the Oppoſition in the next Clauſe clear and 
ſtrong, one would at firſt View have been apt 
to think the following Words ſhould have run: 


But the Wages of Righteouſneſs is eternal Life. 


But it is with the higheſt Realon and Judgment 


that the Apoſtle alters the Form of the Expreſ- 
ſion, and ys, that the Gift of God i is eternal 


WE Odareor Set Ney met ot eaufayior Th; negate Hoe oboaus, &c. 
Polyb. Hiſt. Lib. 6. c. 37. 
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1 
Ee; intimating to us, that eternal Liſe is be- 
d all the Proportion and Merit of our beſt 


Fon | 
'Righteouſneb, and that ſo ſubſtantial and du- 


rable a Dieling can be the Gift only of the 


Grace of God. The Holineſs of a Chriſtian 
Bath indeed its proper Wages and Pay, as cer- 
-tainly connected with: it, as Death is with Sin, 


and which in Equity it may reaſonably. claim as 
a Recompence-due to itſelf; vis. all that Peace 


of Conſcience; and Self. approbation, that Com- 
fort and Happineſs and Prolongation of the pre- 


ent Eife, that Freedom from Terror and that 


Hope in Death, that Confidence towards God, 
and inward Senſe of Bis Approbation, that is 


the immediate and certain Advantage of a 


fincere Defire and Endeavour to pleaſe him and 
be accepted of him: In the very keeping his 
Commands there is à great Reward. But theſe 
things the Apoſtle paſſes over. as the leſſer Ad- 


vantages of Chriſtian Piety and Virtue, and tells 
us, that ur Gift of God is eternal Life. The 
Word FEgnifies the Gift of Grace, a Gratuity, 


or Donutibe. Over and above the proper Pay 


und natural Wages due to Righteouſneſs, there 


is a glorious Donative and free Gift to be ex- 
pected from the abounding Generoſity and ſove= 
reign Goodneſs of God, infinitely exceeding all 


Claim of Merit; even nothing leſs than eternal 
Life: In which Words God ſeems to be repre- 


ſented as a bountiful and generous Prince, or 


- Commander, beſtowin Te thoſe who ferve un- 


ages and Pay due to 


der him, not only the 
8981 them, 


13 

them, but alſo the moſt valuable Gratuity, a. 
' bountiful * Gratification or Largeſs, as the moſt 
| ſubſtantial Proof of his Favour, and the Re- 
compence of their Fidelity, Reſolution and 
Conſtancy. The Wages of Sin is Death, but 
the Gift 97 Ged i 1s eternal Life by Jeſus Cory Lig 
Lord. 
The Words plainly n of theſe two 
Parts. 


7 That the Wie of sin! is Death. 
II. That the free Gift of God i is eternal Life 
# by Chriſt, N 


Ws © The Wages of Sin is Death: Or, Death is 
the Pay that is received from Sin. This is the 
View in which Revelation conſtantly directs us 

to conſider Death, viz, as the Effect and Pu- 
niſhment of Tranſgreffion and Guilt; and not, 
as the + Heathens imagined, proceeding from 
any original Neceſſity of Nature, inſeparable from 
the human Frame and Conſtitution, God, 
the great Former of human Nature, could as 
eaſily have formed the Body capable of the 
longeſt as the ſhorteſt Duration; and even ſup- 
poſing it frail and liable in itſelf to Diſſolution, 
be could have provided ſuch Food as ſhould have 
Rept: it in Conant Repair, and maintained it in 


* Stipendia * delinquentiæ mors; Donatirum autem Det 
vita æterna. Jertul. de Reſur. Carn. c. 47. 
+ Alter intelligit, mortem a diis immortalibus non eſſe ſup- 
- Plicii cauſa conſtitutam, -ſed aut neceſhtatem naturæ, aut laba- 
rum ac n — _ Cicer, in Catil. Or. 4. $-4, 
' perpetual 


D 


— . — 


| 


1 31 
perpetual Health, Strength and Vigour. This 
was as poflible to the Power of God, as to cre- 


ate it capable of enduring for an Hour or a 
Day, or the preſent ordinary Term of human 


Life. And this plainly appears to have been the 
original Intention of God, when he firſt created 
Man, and placed him in Paradiſe; the original 


Threatning, * In the Day thou eatef thereof 


thou falt furely die; clearly intimating, that if 
he 40 not, he ſhould as certainly live. And to 
this End, God provided the Tree of Life, as the 


natural Means of preſerving the Life and Vi- 
gour of the bodily Frame. And when con- 


to the divine Prohibition, he eat of the 
Fruit of the Tree forbidden him, then and not 


till then, the fatal Sentence was pronounced : 


+ Duſt thou art, and to Duft thou ſhalt return. 
And that this Sentence might effectually take 


5 place, God drove him out of the Garden, 


where he had planted the Tree of Immortality, 
leaſt || he ſhould put forth his Hand, and take al/a 
of the Tree of Life, and live for ever. And be- 
ing thus deptived of the Benefit of this ſovereign. 
Reſtorative of his earthly: Frame, whoſe Fruits 


2 and * Leaves were for the healing himſelf and 


his Pofterity, he was left tothe natural Corrup- 
tibility of his Body, and became in virtue of 
his Tranſgreſſion, himſelf, and all that were to 
deſcend from him, 5 N * Were 
tality and Death. 1 | 
Gen. it. 17. 7 #2 Gen. wy Ty 4 Ge. ii. 22 8 
4 Revel. xzi. 2 1 1 KY 


And agreeable to this is the Account given us 
by St. Paul. || For as by one Mun Sin entered 
into the World, Death alſo hath enter'd into the 


World by Sin: And ſo Death paſſed upon all 


road 


Men,” for that, * under which Condition, or, 
ſubject to which Law of Adam, all have finned. 


- Sin entered into the World by one Man, as Adam 
was the firſt Man that finned; and Death by 


bis Sin, as Adam upon account of it was con- 
demned to Death. And ſo Death paſſed upon al! 
Men, all his. Poſterity became liable to Death 


in conſequence of his Tranſgreſſion and Morta- 


0 


lity; ſubject to, or under which Penalty of 
Death all Men have ſinned, + For until the 
Law Sin.was in the World, Men were really 
Sinners againſt the Law of Nature and Rea- 
ſon from the Time of Adam, till the giving 
of the Law of Moſes; and therefore it was juſt 
with God to. permit that Mortality, which was 
the immediate Puniſhment of Adam's Sin, to 
extend to all his ſinful Poſterity, even though 
they had no immediate, poſitive Law to prohi- 
bit Sin, under the Penalty of Death, as Adam 
had; and therefore could not properly be faid to 
die by virtue of any poſitive Law, conſtituting 


211.0 Romy. 12. 


ep @. Ea lege, ſub qua conditione. To 7eAturavoy dus- 
AvaIngay e w T5 noptdaputrer To AE, amcp iv £5 THY 


to tety ct em h ο . Ita tandem rem confecerunt, ea conditi- 
one, ſib ea lege, ut Leocrates reciperet quæcumque de ſuo in 


familiam attulerat. Demo#. Adver. Spud. p. 1017. c. Ha aba 


= TT YW- 


Tn &Sety, £9" n pnvuTHs eee, ſub qua conditione indicium 
fecit. Ly/. Cont. Andic. p. 123. Edit. Tayl-- | 


B Death 
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ſ 10 1 ; 
Death the Puniſhment of their Sin: According 
to that equitable Maxim: Sin is not imputed 
 4ohere there is no Law; no Man is properly con- 
demned to Death for any Action, that is not pro- 
hibited by ſome expreſs Law under ſuch a Pe- 
nalty. And yet though there was no poſitive 
| Law of this kind from Adam to Moſes, * Death 
reigned during all this Period, even over thoſe 
that had not finned after the Similitude of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, i. e. againſt a poſitive Law for- 
bidding Sin under the Penalty of Death: An 
evident Proof, that Death reigned over Man- 
kind in virtue of the Sentence of it pronounced 
on Adam; and that they were all of them as 
Sinners ſubjected to his Condition of Mortality. 
And therefore Adam was the Figure of him that 
was to come, i. e. of the ſecond Man, Jeſus 
Chriſt : A kind of Exemplar or Pattern, which 


Chriſt himſelf reſembled; in that as + Sin : 


reigned unto Death by Adam, even ſo Grace 
might reign throngh Ri gbreouſneſs unto eternal 
Life by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

From theſe Paſſages it is abundantly evident 
that Death is not to be confidered, as a mere 
natural and neceſſary Event, that was originally 
intended certainly to take place, like all other 


Effects, by the neceſſary Operation of their pro- 
| — . ; but really as accidental to Man- 
kind, and the Puniſhment conſequent upon 
Sin; and this will appear in * Ver 


of 


Ver. 14 T Rom. v. 21. 
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of Things we conſider it. Particularly Death 
iz the Wages of Sin, if we conſider it 


1. In all thoſe Diſtempers, Pains and Miſe- 


ries that prepare for and finally introduce it. 


When the Body came originally out of the 


Hands of God, it is impoſſible to imagine, that 


it was produced with all thoſe innumerable 
Frailties and Imperfections it now labours under, 
and neceſſarily ſubject to thoſe perpetual Diſor- 


that now torment, and enfeeble it. The Bo- 
dies of Men are, generally ſpeaking, in the pre- 
ſent State of things, little better than Carcaſſes, 
compounded of all the ſeveral jarring Principles 


and Seeds of Miſery and Death; blended toge- 


# 


ther to create in us the more exquiſite Senſe of 


Pain, ' and diſcovering themſelves in ten thou- 


|  fand frightful Appearances ; the very Thoughts 


of which are almoſt inſupportable, and yet 


which no human Prudence or Power can often- 
times poſſibly prevent. Frequently, Men bring 
with them into the World ſuch diſtempered 


orders, and almoſt infinitely varied Diſeaſes, 


Bodies, as prove the ſevereſt Exerciſes to them 


throughout the whole Courſe of their Lives, or 


cut them off before they come to any Maturity, 


or have enjoyed the expected Term of human 


Nature. Or if our Conſtitution be of a fome- 

what more firm and friendly Make, yet how 
many Accidents are there to impair the Vigour, 
and deſtroy the Health of it ? Sometimes the 


Stroke is abſolutely unexpected and ſuddain, and 


there is but a Moment between perfe& Health, 
| e 


ts 


= the Stagnation of Deach. At FO "00h, 
the Stroke is not leſs ſure, though more 5 


and ſlow, and the Diſorder proceeds from Stage 


to Stage, ſtill hightning the Uneaſineſs of t 

wretched Sufferer; ll? at length the ling ging 
Diſtemper prevails over the Sell of the Ph — 
cian, and the Power of Medicines, flows thr 


every Vein, imprefles a Senſe of Pain on — 


Nerve, ſeizes on the nobler, the vital Parts, 


trium phs over all the Powers of Reaſon, and 
after rendring the Body a loathſome and dread- 


ful Spectacle, leaves it an Object only fit for the 


; Concealment of the Grave, Theſe are fre- 


quently the /d Preparati ves, this the awful 
Pomp and Solemnity of dying, more terrible to 
wiſe and good Men than Death itſelf, and un- 
der which they need all the Principles of Truth 
and Religion to ſupport them. 

And can any one, who impartially N . 
theſe Things, ever perſuade himſelf to believe, 
that it was the original Deſign of Cod, that the 


Life he gave ſhould be thus miſerably con- 


cluded ? That it ſhould be a perpetual, abſo- 
lute Uncertainty whilſt it continued, liable tobe 
interrupted and deſtroyed by ſuch innumerable Y 
Caſualties, and at. laſt, in the, common Courſe 
of Things, put an end to with ſach Circum- 
ſtances, / as are the moſt diſtreſſing, grievous, | 
and even diſhonourable, to human Nature? 


could really much ſooner ſuppoſe, that the Bo- 
dies of Men were intirely the Effect of Chance, 


| that a wiſe and | ga Being had no hand in - 


\ | their 3 Þ 
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3 | 
their Formation ; than imagine that they were W 
originally ſubjected by God to all thefe Diſor- 
ders, neceſſarily and by the fixed arbitrary Con- 
ſtitution of his Will; and intended by him, had 
their been no Tranfgreffton, to feel and ſtruggle 
with theſe dreadful Agonies in their Diſſolution. 
No. All things conſpire to ſhew and convince 
us, that the primitive Order of Nature is dif- 
turbed, that our preſent Bodies are Bodies f 
_ Humiliation; and that theſe Preparatives of 
Death are introduced by Sin, contrary to the 
| original Laws of God our Former. 
2. Death is the Wages of Sin, in all thoſe 
Fears and Diſtreſſes of Conſcience, that fre- "of 
quently attend it. Death, confidered as the 
mere Separation of Soul and Body, or as our 
Entrance into another State, could have nothing 
in it very terrifying and afflictive, if our own 
Reflections did not diſturb us, and if the Conſci- 
ences of Men did not reproach them with hav- 
ing acted contrary to their Obligations and Duty. 
The Apoſtle t elegantly compares Death to the 
Change of our Raiment, or Habitation, or Coun- 
try. But doth the Apprehenſion of this ever ter- 
- rify wiſe and thoughtful Men ? Who is uneaſy 
at exchanging his old Garments for new ones; a 
mean, decayed and *tottering Habitation for a 
| convenient, ſplendid and durable one; a foreign, 
N trange Land for his native Country? And what 
” | would there be more terrible in Death, were 
Men free from Guilt, and in full Poſſeſſion of 
NOTRE Go, my 


their 


0 7 - — — 
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tu 


their Innncence ? The mere Change of Habita- 


tion or Country can make no Alteration to the 


Diſadvantage of Men unblameable in Piety and 
Virtue, and who have lived perfect! before 
God. Wherever, his Providence is pleaſed to 


fix their Lot, or into whatever Part of the Cre- 


ation his Hand guides their Dwelling, their In- 
tegrity is ſure to follow them, * have Satiſ- 


actions from themſelves, ariſing out of their 


own. Breaſts, and have the ſureſt Grounds to 
expect the Benefits of his Protection, and the 
moſt ſubſtantial Effects of his Favour. As no 
Change of Place can ſeparate them from their 


own Reflections, ſo neither can it remove them 


from the Preſence, of their God, nor in the 
feaſt alter his Judgment of them, or the Con- 
duct of his Goodneſs and Bounty towards them. 

icty and Virtue, flowing from Principle, ſettled 
into ſtrong and permanent Habits, and appearing 
in all : truly amiable and excellent F ruits, 
muſt, when free from every moral Blemiſh and. 
Imperfection, every where draw the Regard, and 
ſecure the Approbation of the wiſeſt and moſt. 
perfect Being. So that Death, whatever Change 
' m8 might kei in the Condition of ſuch a one, 
could e no poſſible Ground to ſuſpect or 

apprehend any Evil from God, and therefore in 
0 ch Circumſtances would be thought of and 
ſubmitted to, with the utmoſt e and 
Chearfulocs of Mind. 


_ Whence then that Reluctance that we feel 3 


-i& Death? Whence thoſe awful F cars, and 
2 N To errors 


ſ 


1 
Terrors of Mind, that frequently appear in u the 
laſt Hours of Mens Lives, and ſhock all the 
Powers and Principles of their Souls? They 
are the genuine Offspring of Sin, and all flow 
from this Parent, this comprehenſive Evil. Even 
good Men, when drawing on to their laſt Mo- 
ments, are more conſcious to themſelves of their 
| | manifold Defects and Errors, and ſee them in 

a ſtronger and clearer Light. And on this ac- 
count they are apt ſometimes to grow ſuſpicious 
of their State, and find their Hopes interrupted, 
and their Comforts mixed with numerous Fears: 
Whilſt bad Men, who have been the Servants 


of Sin, and all their Lifetime engaged in this 


vithuturat and- monſtrous Warfare, feel more 


ſubſtantial Diſtreſſes, and are ready to ſink un- 


der the inſu pportable Burthen that oppreſſes 
them. When the Amuſements of Senſe begin 
to fail them, when their own paſt Actions, in 

all their Circumſtances of Aggravation, 86 
into their Minds, and they have Leiſure duly to 
attend to the Nature and Conſequences of them; 
Reproach of Conſcience, the Condemnation of 


© their own Hearts, the near Approach of the 
| Realities of a future State, and the Apprehen- 


Hons of a future Vengeance, awaken all their 
Concern, fill them with the ſtrongeſt Anxieties, 
and create in them that Bitterneſs of Spirit, and 
_ thoſe inward Convulſions and Agonies of Soul, 
that are incapable of being uttered, and almoſt 
unpoſlible to be ſupported. | 


It 
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It was cn ay 4 Heathens chem: 
Po for as one of their moſt antient and & ce 
Lebrated Writers obſerves; when any Perſon 

thinks himſelf near to Death, Terrors till then 
unknown enter into his Breaſt, and he begins 
to ſuſpect there may be ſome Truth in thoſe 
Funiſhments of a future State, which before he 
. derided, and he ſees them in a ſtronger Light 
the nearer he approaches them, And if upon 
2 Review of his Life he is conſcious to himſelf 

of Wickedneſs, his Crimes diſturb him even 
in his very Sleep, and he drags on the Remains 
of Life in the moſt uneaſy Expectations. And 
this Uneaſineſs at the Proſpect and Approach of 
Death will be univerſally and invariably the Ef- 
Feet of Sin and Guilt, were there is Opportunity 
for impartial Reflection, and the Conſciences of 
Men are not grown quite ſtupid and inſenſible. 
3. Death, as it implies the actual Separation 
of the Soul and Body, and the-intire Ceſſation 
of our preſent Activity and Life, is alſo the Ef- 
ect and Wages of Sin; and not any original, 
neceſſary, and immutable Law of Nature, to 

which Man at the firſt Creation was certainly 
and unavoidably ſubjected. An immortal Body 
_ Em at inst view a kind of ene, 
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| lk it will be ſaid, that Matter i is neceſſarily 


ſe parable in its Parts, and therefore conſtantly 


liable to a Diſſolution. This is true; and yet it 


is poſſible that an human Body may be made ca- 
ble of a longer as well as a ſhorter Duration; 
capable of laſting beyond any fixed Term, as 
certainly as to any determined Period whatſoe- 
ver. The Antediluvian Patriarchs lived many 


hundred Vears. Thoſe after the Flood attained 


to a greater Longevity than any now can hope to 
reach. In our own Age, the Term of Life is 
extreamly different, ſome dying in their early 
Infancy, ſome reaching to an hundred Years 
and more; and if the ſeparable Nature of the 


Particles of Matter prove the Impoſſibility * 


the perpetual Duration of an human Body, i 
will equally prove the Impoſſibility of the Bu- N 


ration of it for a ſingle Hour or Moment. And 


in truth no Syſtem of Matter, whether in an 
4 Body, or in other Object whatſoever, 
can ſubſiſt a ſingle Moment, by any natural in- 
trinſick Power and Property of its own, nor 
without the conſtant momentaneous Impreſſion | 


of the divine Power, upon every ſingle Attom 


of which it conſiſts. And therefore the ſame 
divine Power which ſupports it for a Minute, 
an Hour, or an Year, could, if it had o 
pleaſed, have added Perpetuity to its Exiſtence, 
and that by as regular permanent Laws, as it 
now continues its Form for any given Period | 
whatſoever. 72 „„ 
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It ! is true, our Bodies need the daily Recruits 


of Food, to maintain the Life and ur of 


them: And ſo unqueſtionably they would, had 


Sin never enter'd into the World. And there- 


fore we find, that there was 4 Tree of Lie. in 
the Garden of Innocence, that was intended to 
be the natural Means of Man's living for ever. 


Nor is it more improbable that God originally 


created a Tree, with Leaves and Fruit of ſuch 
ſovereign Virtue, as ſhould maintain perpetual 


- Life, and prove an eternal Reſtorative under all 


the natural Decays of the human Body, than 


that he ſhould produce any Fruits, or Plants, 


or Roots with ſuch efficacious Virtues and Pro- 


perties, as to procure a partial and temporary 


Reſtoration, or to preſerve Life for any given 


45 Period. Vea, from the Gradation of N ature, 


in all the other Parts of it, ſtill riſing from the 
leſſer to the higheſt Degrees of Perfection, one 
would be apt to ſuſpect, from the Want of ſuch 
a Proviſion, ſome Interruption of her general 
and uſual Order, and that her not being uniform 


to herſelf in this important Article, is owing to 


ſome very peculiar and extraordinary Cauſe. 
Now Revelation ſolves this Difficulty; and 
nts out the Reaſon of this great Vacuity and 


poi 
Blank in the uſual Order and Proceſs of Things. 
It tells us, both that Man was originally deſign- 


ed for an immortal Duration without Death, 


and that God had provided a Tree, the Fruit 


whereof would have been a tual Preſerva- 
tive from all ſuch Infirmities and Decays, as 
| 22» M 9 


19 
an have brought on a final Diſſolution ; and 
that the Loſs of this happy Immortality, and of © 
the ſovereign Remedy to preſerve it, were both 


the Conſequences of Sin. 


And that Death is in truth the Effect and 


Puniſhment of it, is plain from all the Ap- 
pearances of Things. For we know by conſtant 
Experience and Obſervation, that the criminal 


Exceſſes of Mankind, and their indulging their 


Senſes and Appetites beyond the Bounds of Rea- 


ſon and Duty, enervates the Frame, deſtroys 


the Vigour of the Conſtitution, introduces 


— Reg. a inet os 


numberleſs Diſtempers, occafions the moſt 


racking Diſorders, ſhortens the Period of hu- 
man Life, brings on unexpected and violent 
Deaths, and renders the Manner of dying un- 
un y terrible and painful. Theſe things 
emonſtrate that Sin is in its Nature a deadly 


Evil, and that no Conſtitution can ſupport un- 


der the Violences and Injuries of it; and it is as 


evident on the other Hand, that living by the 


Rules of Piety and Virtue, and the conſequent 


abſtaining from all exceſſive ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions, is a natural Means of Health, and tends 


| to the Preſervation and Security of Life. | 
And is it not therefore a reaſonable. Conclu- 
ſion, that had there been no Sin, there would 


been no mortal ones in the Body ? An immortal 
Spirit joined to a painful and dying Body ſeems 


at firſt View to be confounding Life and Death 


2 2 * 
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-* have been no Death ? Had there been no mo- 
ral Diſorders of the Mind, there would have 


5 . Zo. 1 

together, a quite unnatural Com oſition, a Kind 
of "Abſurdity in the Frame of Things; ; and 
would much more appear to be ſo, were the 
ſpiritual and immortal Principle in full and abſo- 
155 Poſſeſſion of its proper Rectitude, and Per- 
fection. For is Life, maintained in Dignity, 
poſſeſſed with uninterrupted, Innocence and In- 
tegrity, employed. in all the, noble Services due 
to God and Man, and ſurrounded with all the 
Satisfactions and Pleaſures that flow from a 
| Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a State of Being: I fay. 
is Life thus ſituated a real and ſubſtantial Bleſ- 
fing? If it be, the loſing it, eſpecially in ſuch 
Circumſtances, as now generally attend the Diſ- 
ſolation of Mankind, and the very Thought of 

their thus parting ' with it, amidſt ſuch 5 
men's, muſt create a thouſand Anxieties and 
Diftreſſes, "HK 
Was this the Cle, ſhould 1 we not be apt tc to 
reaſon upon ſuch a Conduct of the great God? 
hath he made all Men in vain? What can 
there be to induce him to reſume ſuch a Gift, 
if there is no Forfeiture ? Did he create Life 
with an original View to deſtroy it? Did he 
_ confer Happineſs only to render miſerable by the 
certain Apprehenſions of dreadfully loſing it? 
Do Perfection and Rectitude leſſen in his Eſteem - 
by length of Continuance ? Or, Piety and Vir- 
tue ÞE their. Charms and Power to pleaſe him, 
by a gradual Ripening into higher Maturity, and 
becoming fixed Habits in the reaſonable and im- 
mortal ey Would not the reaſonable Mind 
| natu— 


7 
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naturally hope, from the Benevolence of Goc, 
for the Continuance of its Being and Felicity, 
if it were really conſcious to itſelf of having 
done nothing to incur the divine Diſpleaſure, 
and render itfelf ſubject to the Penalty of ſuck 
Foffibiy indeed ſuch arguings might be the 
Effect of Self-partiality, and are not I think 
fully coneluſiwe: For as God might have had 
Reaſons of Wiſdom for conferring only in ſome 
Inſtances a temporary Being, Perfection and 
Happineſs; even. that would have been an high 
Favour, and the Reſumption of it, at the fixed 
Period, not at all inconſiſtent with any Rules 
of Equity and Goodneſs, nor give any juſt 
Ground for Complaint of the divine Procedure. 
The Reaſoning of M. Antonine the Philoſo- 
pher, applied to the true God, would be right on 
this Head; who in anſwer to the Queſtion : 
 Whence comes it that God, ⁊cbo hath Bene volentiy 
aud kindly ordered all Things, hath neglected this? 
viz. that the moſt virtuous and pious Men, exiſt no 
5 5 longer, - but are intirely extinguiſhed after Death? 
Replies: Know affuredly, that he would have 
done otherwiſe, had it been fit for him to have 
done it. For if he is moſt juſt and righteous, 


> 


he hath unjuſtly and unreaſonably neglected no-: 
thing in the Diſpoſition of Things. However, 
had this been the Appointment of God, that 
e, 1St, om e enges exe tlc, eDν]]˙ av. Fi qy 
g N r e171, wh ay m1 meredy ad\itos vat aroyns * 
| 2 & T1 daxzounos. M. Anton, de reb. 1. 12. 
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the beſt of Men were to periſh by Death, nei 
the Manner of dying would have been more fa- 


. . 


verſifſied into ten * Forms of Terror and 
Miſery : And I cannot help thinking, but that 
in its preſent dreadful Manner, Death would have 

deen one of the moſt unaccountable of all E- 
vents, and almoſt irreconcileable with the Wiſs | 
dom, Equity, and Goodneſs of God, without 


taking i in the Doctrine of Revelation, which is 


confirmed by daily Experience; ; that it 


it. This clearly reconciles the Permiſſion of 


it, and all the Circumſtances attending it, with 


all the of a righteous and merciful Pro- 
vidence; becauſe the permitting the natural Ef- 
ſects of Mens Actions to take place, as the Pu- 
nichment of their Sins, and as Arguments to 


deter them from the Commiſſion of them, is 


not inconſiſtent with any Perfection; and be- 


cauſe an Immortality of Life in the prefent diſ- 


ordered State of Things, would only have been 
to have perpetuated Wickedneſs and Guilt] and 


\  alf the conſequent Confuſions, Diſtreſſes and 
| Galamities of Mankind. But 


4. Laſtly, Death in the Duration and Conſe- 
| quences of it, in the future inviſible World, is 


the Wages and. Effect of Sin. It was I think 
ſcarce poſſible for our firſt Parents, to underſtand 


the original Threatning, In the Day thou eateſt 


+ thou _ furey * or in — thau A 


23 


enter d into the World by Sin, and is ſuffered | 
: to triumph. over all Men as the Puniſhment of | 


— EE — 
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die; any otherwiſe than of ſuch a gradual De. 


cay of their Frame, as ſhould finally end in the 0 


intire Diſſolution of it, and the abſolute Loſs | 
of that kind of Life, which they enjoyed as 


| Beings compounded of Matter and Spirit. And 
indeed the Loſs of Life, as to any Power in 
themſelves, muſt have been neceſſarily and ab- 
ſolutely irrecoverable ; ſtrictly and properly eter- 
nal: And as the Tenure by which they held 
their Lives was an equitable and juſt one, they 


Could have no reaſon to expect the Continuance 


of it, without fulfilling the original Terms on 
which it was granted, nor to hope for a Reſto- 
ration to it, when once they had actually for- 
feited it. And therefore the Wages of Sin is 
abſolutely everlaſting Death, as to any poſſible 
Recovery by natural Methods from it, and th 

Sentence ——— by any other Power, but 
his who pronounced it. And if Life, this ani- 
mal, ſenſitive, rational Life, that opens to our 
View all the innumerable Wonders of God's Cre- 
ation, that preſents to our Eyes ſuch amaſing 
Scenes of exquifite Wiſdom, Perfection and 
Beauty, that furniſhes us with ſuch an infinite 


Variety of ſenſitive and reaſonable Pleaſures, in 3 


which every Senſe is an Avenue to Knowledge, 
every regular Paſſion is a Source of Enjoyment, 
and every ſpiritual Faculty a Capacity for the 
nobleſt Entertainments : I fay, if Life thus fur- 
niſhed and endowed be a ſingular Bleſſing and 
high Privilege, the Loſs, the irrecoverable Loſs 
= of ſuch a Grant muſt be a proportionably at 


F 


it Puniſhment, and one ü the möſt de 
ble Evils, that the Heart of Man can form any 


Imagination of. 

8 Eipecially as the Difi-lution of the Body doth 
no. Means infer the Diſſolution and Extinc- 

tion of the ſpiritual and reaſonable Principle, and 

cannot be, I think, proved to put an End to its 

internal Power of Conſciouſhels and Reflection, 


becauſe it doth to all its ſenſitive Perceptions. 


As Thought may remain when the Body re- 
turns to Duſt, yea, as Reflection may be more 
intenſe, when the Impediments of this corrup- 


tible Body are entirely removed, and the Soul is 


abſolutely confined to its own Operations and 
Views of Things; that Death which is the 


Wages of Sin muſt, if this be true, neceſſarily 
farther imply, all that Uneaſineſs, Affliction 


and Miſery, that flows from irregular Propenſi- 
ties, ungratified; from diſorder d Habits, fixed 
and permanent; from the clear Perception of a 
criminal Conduct, not to be retrieved by any 


after Care; from the Conſciouſneſs of loſt Hap- 


pineſs, irrecoverable ; from the Removal from 


all the viſible Tokens and Communications of 
the divine Preſence and Favour, never to be re- 


gained; and from the ſad Confinement to this 


dark and uncomfortable State, without any rea- 


fonable or ſure Hope of Deliverance and Sal- 
vation from it. Death, as the Wages of Sin, 
appears to me a Com plication of all theſe dread- 


ful Evils, and not merely as a Separation of Soul 
ae * that puts an abſolute End to all 


Con lei- 
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Conſciouſneſs and Self- reflection, and thereby 
equally frees all Men from all kind of Evil, and 


even the worſt of Men from all the natural 
Conſequences of their Wickedneſs and Guilt. 


1 might here add, tho' it be not primarily in- 
tended in_ the Text, that what the Scriptures 


ſignificantly call the /econd Death, is alſo the 


proper Effect and Wages of Sin. The Hour 


18 coming, in the which all, without Exception, 


that are in their Graves ſhall bear the Voice of the 
Son of God, and come forth, they that have done 
Good unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they that 
have done Evil unto the Reſurrefton off Damnati- 
on; + when ſmall and great ſhall ſtand before God, 
and the Books ſhall be opened, and the Dead judged 


out of thoſe Things which are written in the Books 


according to their Works ; || when the Fearful - 
and Unbelieving, and the Abominable and Mur- 
tberers, and Whoremongers and Sorcerers, and 
Idolaters and all Liars, ſhall have their Part in 
the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone. 
This is thesECOND DEATH, from which there 
can be no poſſible Redemption or Eſcape. And 
you find the Characters, that expoſe to this ſe- 

cond and final Diſtruction, are thoſe. of wilful 


and impenitent Sinners: Uncleanneſs, inordinate 


Aﬀettion, evil Concupiſcence, Covetouſneſs, which 
zs -Idolatry, Anger, Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, 


filthy Communication, and the like ; theſe are the 


comes on the Children of Diſobedience. 


Things for the ſake of which the Wrath of God 


'# Joh v. 28, 29. + Rev. xx, 12, 13. || xxi. 8. 
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And upon the whole, Oh, how tremendous a 
Thing is it to die in this View of it? How 
* dreadful is the Sentence of the divine Juſtice 
pronounced on Sin ,. that moſt execrable 
and comprehenſive Evil? Are theſe the 
cruel Wages of that Tyrant, whom the Ge- 
nerality of Men ſeem voluntarily to enſlave 
themſelves to the Power of ? Is there no Re- 
demption from the inſupportable Bondage of 
theſe Fears? No poſſible Recovery from the 
Condemnation of eternal Death? Ves: Mercy 
hath triumphed over Judgment, and it is there- 
fore time I ſhould turn your Views to a more 
comfortable Scene of Things, and lead you to 
the reviving Conſideration of the abundant Grace 


of God in Chriſt, IEC os 


Il. And This is the ſecond General from 
theſe Words, that though Death is the Wages 
e Sin, yet 2 the Gift of God is eternal Life by 

FJeſus ri. The free Gift, the Donative, 
which God, the ſovereign Ruler of the World, 
will 'beſtow upon all that fight under his Ban- 
ners, and ſteadily refiſt the Power and Temp- 
tations of Sin, and have their Fruit unto Holi- 
2 7, is nothing leſs than eternal Life. So that 
xe mes efs is truly profitable to all Things,and hath 

5 Promiſe of this Life and of that which is to 
come. But particularly 

1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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1. Life is the Gift of God, 1. e. a Life ſimi- 
lar to, and of the ſame Kind ER that forfeited 


and loſt by Sin. Whatever be the Nature of 
© that ſpiritual and immortal Principle, 'which ac- 


tuates and preſides over, our Frame, it 1s evi- 
dent that it is formed with a Tendency to, and 
a very great Dependance on its earthly Taberna- 
cle, and that much of its Perceptions, a great 
Part of its Knowledge, and many of its valua- 
able Satisfactions ariſe, from its intimate Union 
with it; and that therefore whatever may be 
its.own natural Activity, and the Power of Re- 
flection and Conſciouſneſs that ſezms eſſential to 
and. inſeparable from it, yet its proper Life muſt. 
be greatly defective and im perfect in a ſeparate 
and unbodied State; becauſe its Means of Know- 
ledge will be hereby many of them obſtructed 
and wholly ſhut up, its Improvements in Wiſ- 
dom greatly prevented, and the Sources of its 
Happineſs much leſſened and contracted. | 
The external Creation of God is a moſt a- 
maſing Fabrick, and abounds with innumera- 
ble Demonſtrations and Wonders of Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. It * was formed on 
purpoſe to be beheld and contemplated, and the 
_ bodily Eye faſhioned and contrived with ex- 
quiſite Art to take in the infinite N of 


' * Sed credo Deos immortales ſparſifſe animos in corpora hu. - 
mana, ut eſſent qui terras tuerentur, quique cceieltium ordinem 
contemplantes imitarentur eum vitæ modo * conſtantia. 
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Objects that ſurround us. And it is by this 
Diſcernment of them, and Capacity through 
the Organs of Sight to converſe with them, that 
we derive ſome of our nobleſt and moſt enlarged 
Ideas. Hence we form our Notions of Regu 
Jarity and Order, of Beauty and Perfection, ar 
Symmetry and Proportion. Hence we trace 
out the very Being of a God, draw our Con- 
ce ptions of his unbounded Power, unparalleled 
Wiſdom, and infinite Goodneſs, and derive our 
higheſt Sentiments of the unbounded Immenſity, 
and awful Majeſty of the univerſal Creator and 
Lord. Hence we learn the Reality and Cer- 
tainty of a Providence, and what Notion to 
form of the Equity, Views and great Intention 
of it. Hence we find innumerable Reaſons of 
Adoration and Praiſe, of Affection and Grati- 
tude, of Humility and Submiſſion, of Obedi- 
ence and Duty; Reaſons as numerous as the 
Objects that preſent themſelves to us, and the 
aſtoniſhing Wonders that are obvious in them. 


And hence, by Conſequence, flow ſome of the 
moſt grateful Pleaſures and ſtrongeſt Satisfac- 
tions that can warm our Breaſts; that the moſt 


uſeful Knowledge can yield, or ' the moſt ratio- 
nal Piety can poſſibly inſpire. To be for eyer 
deprived of ſuch an Exiſtence, to haye theſe 
wondrous Organs of Senſe eternally ſhut up, 
and buried in the Ruins of the Grave, and the 
reaſonable Principle for ever excluded, as a Fu- 
can and an Outcaſt, from all Converſe 2 
| * an 
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and Benefit from the Creation of God; me- 


thinks the very Thought ſtrikes me with Hor- | 


ror, and was this to be my future Puniſhment 
and Curſe, it would create a Senſe of Miſery 
abſolutely intolerable; But thanks be to God, 


that though this might have been the Effect, and 4 
is the deſerved Wages of Sin, yet that he hath 


promiſed, and will give, through the Dictates 
of his own Mercy, a- full Reſtoration to Life. 
The Life loſt by Sin ſhall be recovered by 


; 


Grace, and we ſhall be again brought back into 


all the Wonders, of God's viſible Creation, and 
behold his Glories ſhining forth in thoſe Works, 
which he has made to be the perpetual Monu- 
ments of his eternal Power and Godhead. The in- 
termediate Sleep of the Grave, andthe temporary 


|  Confinement of the immortal Spirit in the ſepa- 


rate State, ſhall add to the Surprize and Won- 
der of that bleſſed Hour when we ſhall awake, 
and heighten the Joy of our Recovery into the 


warmeſt Extaſy and Rapture of Pleaſure. It | 


follows from hence, 


2. That this Life, which is the Gift of God: 


muuſt take place by a ſtrict and proper Reſurrec- 
tion, according to the Account of the Goſpel 
Revelation; or that the reaſonable and immortal 
Spirit muſt de again united to its proper Body: 


Other wiſe it cannot regain its loſt Perdeptions, 

nor ever recover its former Methods and Means 

of Knowledge and Satisfactions. That this vi- 
ſible Frame of Nature ſhall be entirely diffipated  _ * 
or annihilated, there is not one Reaſon or Sa- 

| dow 
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dow of Argument to perſuade us; FRO h Re- 
velation gives us Ground to hope, there ſhall be 
a Renoyation of all Things. And if the viſible 
Creation ſhall continue to ſubſiſt, there will un- 
queſtionably be proper Objects to behold and 
converſe with it: Beings, with Senſes exactly 
fitted to diſcern, contemplate, and underſtand it. 
And as the Life of Man is a Life created with 
theſe Capacities and Abilities, a Life endowed 
with ſenſitive Perception to behold ſenſible Ob- 
jects, and with rational Powers to judge of them, 
and draw the proper Inferences and Concluſions 
from them; if Man continues the | Creature 
that he is, and- is not to loſe his diſtinguiſhing 
and peculiar Nature, the Life reſtored him by 
the Gift of God, muſt be that mixed Life that is 
eſſential to, and the proper Characteriſtick of his 
Frame; i. e. a bodily and ſenſitive Life, as well 
' as a rational and reflective one. He muſt be 
raiſed therefore from the Grave, and brought 
diut of the inviſible World. His Body muſt be 
re- animated, and the Principle of Conſciouſneſs 
. and Thought re- united to it, that he may ap- 
pear to be the Creature, the lame Kind of Being 
that he was; that he may know himſelf to be 
repoſſeſſed of the Life that he loſt, and from 


the fulleſt Conſciouſneſs of the Sameneſs of his 


Being, may learn his Obligations to adore the 
Power and. Goodneſs that hath revived him. 
This is the plain Doctrine of the Goſpel Re- 


velation Mhbinh when firſt n amongſt 


the 


— 


22. Vid, Plutarch. de cogſalat. ad Apoll. p. 108. 


3 1 


the * Gentiles was received by them with Scorn 3 


ſome of them accounting the Thing impoſſible; 


and others, if poſſible, yet far from being deſi- 
rable. The Philoſophers looked upon the Bo- 
dy t as the Priſon of and a kind of Shackles on 
the Mind, and an Incumbrance upon the || Fa- 
culties of it; and imagined that t when entirely 
ſet at Liberty from this Confinement, and be- 
come a free unbodied Spirit, its Powers would 
be enlarged, its Improvements much more ex- 
cellent, and its Happineſs more perfect. 

This Objection would have appeared with 
more Weight, had the Reſurrection ſpoken of 
in the Goſpel. been a Reſurrection to all the 
Weakneſles, Infirmities, Pains and Sickneſſes of 
our preſent Bodies. Had this -been the Caſe, 


who would have wiſhed ever to be rouſed out of 


the Slumbers of the Grave, or recalled to this 


animal Life, only to taſte again the Sorrows and 
* of it? No, has Lite which is the 


Mm Adds xvii. 18. 

T Exavopuerny ee £4 Neouer, TY 0OURT G. Plat. Phæa. 
p. 67. D. Animus in morte facillime evolat tanquam e cuſtodia 
vinculiſque corporis. Cicer. de Amic. c. | 
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Cum omni admixtione corporis liberatus [ animus ] purus et 


integer eſſe cœpiſſet, tum eſſe ſapientem. Cicer. 4 Senect. c. 


Gift 


[32] IF 
Gift of God by Chriſt i is a much more glorious ; 
and excellent one. It means a Reſurrection in- 


| | deed of the very Perſon that died, and by Con- 


zJuence a Reſtoration to the fine Kind of Life 


| he parted with by Death: The Revival of the 
| . each Part of his Frame : But, oh, how much 
altered, how gloriouſſy chan ged from his former - 


fame compound Being, the intire Perſon in 


Self! Every Circumſtance ſhall aſſure him that 


it is he himſelf that lives and moves, and- yet 


to our Natures, and oppreſſive of our nobler 
Powers and Faculties. It ſhall conſiſt of teal 
Matter, but of Matter purified, refined from. 


ten thouſand Circumſtances ſhall as fully con- 


vince him of the happy Change of his Condi- 
tion, and that it is himſelf” improved and dig- 
nified by the abundant Goodneſs and Power of 
God. For though * 77 be ſo10n in Difhonour it 

Hall be raiſed in Glory, though fon in Weakneſs = 
zt ſhall be rarfed in Power, and though Jown a na- 
tural Body it ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual Body. So 
that though the Reſurrection ſuppoſes the Re- 


ſtoration of a real Body, and the Reunion of 
the Soul to it, with all its proper Senſories, as 
the neceſſary Mediums of Perception: yet it 


excludes all that is groſs, heavy, diſhonourable 


all its Pregs, and fſpiritualized into its higheſt 
poſſible Perfection. It ſhall be no more an Ar- 
gument of an humiliation State, nor appear on 


us as a Badge of Diſhonour and Reproach, nor 


as a Mark of divine — for our Sin and 
bg _— N 
5 „„ : : Guilt; 
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Guilt ; but as a 8 of Dignity, the ab. 
ſtantial Demonſtration of || our Adoption as the 
Children of God, and of our being inveſted with 
all the + glorious Liberties and Privileges of that 
high and honourable Relation, 
It was, I think, this Reſurrection of the Bo- 
dy, that was the Obj ect of Job's Hope, and his 
reat Conſolation 2 the total Ruin of his 


temporal Proſperity; the Recovery of which 
he utterly * of; and on which Account 
he paſſionately * wiſhes for the Grave as the 


End. of all his Miſeries. And yet in the midſt 
of this Diſpair he had this glorious Expectation | 
to revive him. + 1 know that my Redeemer lives, 
though my Hope as to any worldly Proſperity 
is abſolutely removed, and that be ſhall Rand at 


the latter Day on the Earth in the Original it 
is, over the Duſt, He hall ſtand as a Conque- 


ror over the Duſt of my Grave, and. wholly 


ſubdue this -Enemy that hath deftroyed me. 
And though after my Skin Worms deſtroy this 
Body: Or, as the Hebrew is better rendred ; 


And after they have utterly broken in pieces my | 
Skin in this manner: After my Diſeaſes have 


thus miſerably conſumed me, and brought me 


down to the Duſt of the Grave ; yet in my 
Fleſh fhall T fee. God ; out of my Fleſh reſtored, 


quickened, and revived, ſhall I ſee God; be⸗ 35 
hold his Glory, and enjoy his Favour. Whon I | 


ſhall ſee for my ſelf, or as my own ; no longer 


| Rom. viii. 29. * 1 Ver. 2112 Job xvii. 13, & c. 
9 xix. 25. XIX. 10. 4 | 
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as my Adverſary, but as propitious and favou- 
rable; and mine Eyes ſhall behold and not another: 

I my {elf ſhall behold him with theſe Eyes. It 
ſhall not be the Reward of others only but my 
own. Or, as the whole Paſſage may be ren- 
dred : Whom 1 ſhall ſee, and mine Eyes ſhall behold 

as mine own, and not as a Stranger; as my Sa- 
- viour and Friend, and not as one alienated from 
_ at enmity with me. My Reins are conſumed 
mn my Boſom. So ſtrong is my Deſire of thus 
F-3 beholding God, that I am almoſt conſumed 
through the Im patience and Eagerneſs of it. In 
the fame View alſo, as I apprehend, is that no- 
ble Paſſage of the * Pſalmiſt to be underſtood, 
not only from the Application made of it by 
the Apoſtle, but from the literal Senſe of it: 7 
have ſet the Lord always before me : Becauſe he is 
| at my right Hand, T ſhall not be moved. There- 
fore my Heart is gl, and my Glory rejoiceth: 
| . My Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope. For thou will not 
1 leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 
0h One to ſee Corruption. Thou wilt fhew me the 
| Path of Life. . In thy Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, 
at thy right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore, 
2 Expreſſions. that cannot without Violence be 
| "underſtood of any thing leſs than the Expecta- 
tion of a future Recovery from the Corruption 
of Hell or the Grave, to a State of Happineſs 
in the Preſence and everlaſting Favour of God? 
This was the Hope of many of the antient 
| Saints of God, and is the * ni of 


ST Plat. xvi. 8, ** hi 
Tok His 


= 
his Grace under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel | 
of Chriſt. And what farther adds to the Va- 


lue, and enhances the Worth of this Gift of 


God 
3. That this Life ſhall be Immortal and 
Heavenly: The Gift of God is eternal Life, _ 
Though our Bodies * be ſoꝛem in Corruption, they 
JE be raiſed in Incorruption, and this mortal hal 

on Immortality. And || wwe know, that if 
our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be diſſolved, 
we ſhall have a Building of God, an Houſe not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens,” Our 


eſent Bodies are ſuited to the World, and State 


of Things in which we dwell. Vanity and Incon- 
ſtancy is wrote on all of them. There is nothing 
ſtable, permanent, and to be depended on. 
There is a Mortality that reigns throughout uni- 
verſal Nature; every earthly Object that pre- 
ſents itſelf to us loſing its Form, and dying a- 
way from our View, to make room for a new 
Succeflion. Is it then to be wondered at, that 
we alſo ſhould ſhare in the common Frallty of |, 
the World we belong to? Or that here we 
ſhould have no abiding Place, where every thing =: 
appears to be fleeting and precarious ? Or that 
our Bodies ſhould be perpetually changing, and 


at laſt wholly fink into their original Principles, | = 


when they are taken from ſuch poor contemp- | 
tible and periſhing Materials? No. The foves [ef 
n * and Death is here * 
. univerſal 


Dp. Cor. xv. 424, $4. © 1 2 Car: v. % 5 
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fi 
-hmocialicy is the ſole Fiege of the fu- 
'turg, better, heavenly World, and eternal Life 
there only to be enjoyed, where the immortal 
God, the Source of Being, and Fountain of in- 
| | corru ptible Life, vouchſafes his Preſence, and 
| baniſhes all the Gloom and Horror of Death by 
the reviving and quickning Brightneſs of his 
; Glory. When ſincere Chriſtians leave this 
World, their next Appearance will be in ſupe- 
rior Regions, where Death will be abſolutely 
aboliſhed, and all thoſe Changes, that prepare 
for, and lead on to an entire Deſtruction, ſhall 
never more find Place ; where the immortal 
Spirit ſhall be enſhrined in imperiſhable Glory, 
and become the Inhabitant of a Temple, oz 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, The 
fecond Death, prepared as the laſt Puniſhment 
of impenitent and incorrigible Offenders, may 
rank be at a Diſtance beheld by the Heirs of | 
avenly Life, to ſhew them the dreadful Con- 
demnation they have eſcaped, and to heighten 
their Senſe of Gratitude for the glorious Dona- 
tive conferred on them; but. ſhall never be ex- 
rienced by them in the Bitterneſs and Pains 
of it. The Power of God ſhall ſupport them 
3 in "ng and render their reſtored Exiſtence 
i durable and eternal as his own. In that heaven- 
/ ly World, where this future Life ſhall be en- 
| _ Joyed, * the Tree of Life, planted by the pure 
River of Water of Life, ſhall eternally flouriſh, 
and yield all ber various and monthly Fruits, 


"oF Rev. 22. * 1 8 
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and the Leaves of the Tree ſhall be for the healing 
' of the Nations. And that nothing may be 
wanting to compleat the Mercy and Grace of 
God in this amaſing Gift, tis INE” 

4. The Gift of eternal Life endowed with _ 
ſubſtantial Happineſs and Glory. The very - - 
Bodies, in which the Saints of God ſhall then 
appear, /ball be changed and faſhioned after the 
glorious Body of the Son of God, that as + they 
Have born the Image of the earthy, ſo dljo they 
may bear the Image of the beavenly, And being 

thus entirely diveſted of every thing groſs, 
heavy and mortal, their Patience will be no 
more exerciſed, nor their Enjoyments interrup- 
ted by the Pains and-Languors and Sicknefſes 
. *of a diſeaſed and corruptible Body. In the fu- 
ture happy World God || H wipe away all 
Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither ſhall 
there be any more Pain, Uncertainty and Loſs 
of Poſſeſſion, Decay of "Treaſure, and Waſte 
of Subſtance and Inheritance, ſhall no more 
diſappoint their Hopes and Views, nor embitter 
the Remembrance of former Plenty. For 
+ there ſhall be no more Curſe, neither Moth nor 
' * Ruſt ſhall then corrupt, nor Thieves break through 
and ſteal. The Riches of Eternity are the true 
Riches, that fade not away, but are as perma- 
nent as the Power, Activity and Vigour that are 
neceſſary to enjoy thein. The moral Diſorders 


Phil. ii. 21, *'+ 1 Cor. xv. 4% | Rev, xxi. 4. 
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Every 
Heighth, every divine and human Virtue ſhall 
grow up into full Maturity, and the divine Na- 
ture and Reſemblance thus receive its entire and 


Habits of all moral Excellency and Perfection, 


, . 


and Jhfttninidies of the Mind ſhall then find an 
- univerſal Cure, and never more either endanger Y 


the Continuance of the happy State, ' or give a 
Moment's Diſcompoſure and Anxiety to the 
Breaſt. Into this bleſſed World nothing ſhall en- 
ter that is defiled. All who ſhall be permitted 
to dwell there ſhall behold the Lord, and be- 
come lite him when they ſhall ſee him as he is. 
Grace ſhall then be exalted to its nobleſt 


final Perfection, and conſtitute a Di ſition, 
and form a Temper for Happineſs abſo ute and 


eat. 
"The neceſſary Foundation for true Blefſed- | 
thus laid in the ſettled permanent 


the Mind will be more opened and enlarged to 


the Perception of Truth, and better fitted for all 


the Pleaſures and Satisfactions that ariſe from 


the Diſcovery and Encreaſe of it. For then 
* . which 1s perfect ſhall come, and that hich 


rt ſhall be o'r away. And though . zow 


25 "fe ent through a Glaſe dark, then ſhall we 


e Face to Face: Though now we know but in 


art, then ſhall awe know even as alſo we are 


An without any thing to obſcure the Ob- 
from our View, or to miſlead us in the 
Judgment we form concerning it. And being thus 


fitted, by the Rectitude of our own. Natures, 


1 Cor. xiü. 10 | Ver. 1a. a 
. 5 _ 


ab 


and FR extenſive Compaſs of our Knowledge, 
both for the Reception and Communication of 


| Pleaſure and Happineſs ; the future Life that |. | 


God will give to all, who are here the Servants 


© of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, ſhall be ſpent in 


the Society of and converſe with Beings as per- 


fect and bleſſed as ourſelves; even with- the 


Angels of God, with whom we are united un- 
der Chriſt into one Houſhoid and Family, and 


with all the recover'd virtuous holy godlike Part 


of Mankind, that have lived from the Begin- 
ning, and ſhall live even to the End of Time. 


And oh what Pleaſure and Honour to be ad- 
mitted into their Number, to be eternally em- 


ployed in their Services, and to ſhare in their ex- 
alted and durable Satisfactions! What incon- 
_ ceivable Happineſs to be allowed with them to 


behold the Face of God, to worſhip before that 
awful Preſence, and enjoy without Interruption 


the Smiles of his Countenance, and the ſubſtan- | 
tial Effects of his Favour ? What high Delight - 


will it afford, to view the Glories of the exalt- 
ed Saviour, to repeat the Wonders of his ama- 
ſing Love , recount the ſeveral Steps of his 
Haring Condeſcenſion and Grace, to trace out 
the various Methods by which he formed us for 


and kindly brought us to Salvation, to exerciſe - 


our- warmeſt Paſſions in the e! of Grati- 
tude to him for all his Benefits, and to employ 


our Tongues in thoſe chearful Song s of Praiſe, 
that * ever be a Tribute due to 17 from : 


every 


| OR 1 40 ] 
every one that ſhall ſhare in the Redetrption 
which he hath purchaſed with his Blood ? 
What Mouth can declare, what Heart can now 
* conceive, the ſtrong Tide of Pleaſure, that ſhall 
, flow into the Breaſt, at that Wfl. that de- 
lightful Hour, when the Son ſhall * preſent us 
faultleſs before the Preſence of bis Father's Glory 
With exceeding Foy, compleat in the Righteouf- 
neſs of Faith, inveſted with the facred Orna- 
ments of Fon and Purity, approved by 
his Sentence, and owned by him as the genuine 
and living Members of his Body? How will 
every nobler Paſſion of our Frame exult, and 
every Spring of Satisfaction in our Nature riſe 
to its fulleſt Height, when the Voice from 7he 
moſt excellent Glory ſhall ratify the Sentence of 
the Son of God, and by an irrevocable Decree 
«pronounce us accepted and bleſſed, and add that 
one, important, wiſhed for Circumſtance, = - 
Eternity, to the Felicity and Glory affigned _ 
When Heaven thus becomes our everlaſting 
Habitation, and God himſelf, the infinite 


boundleſs indefectible Perfection, our future 


Portion and exceeding- great Reward; when we 


| - - behold his Glory, and taſte of that Fulneſs = 


Joy that is in his Preſence, and ſhare thoſe 
F< Re Pleaſures that are at his right Fand; 
then, and not till then, the Value of this un- 
ſpeakable Gift of eternal Life will be throughly 
underſtood, the Happineſs of human Na- 
ture will be abſolutely compleat, and our Obli- 


jude v. 14 8 


gations 


Ra 

gations to the divine Mercy and Goodneſs re- 
ceive their full Streng th, Perfection and Influ- 
ence. For this Gift of God'i is not the Reward 
of Med Merit, nor a Recompence ſtrictly 
due fi rom the Equity and. Juſtice of God to the 

CN. even of. our beſt Services in the preſent 
14 e. No: Tis a mere Gratuity, a Donative | 
: of undeſerved Grace, and the Purchaſe not of 
our Rightequſneſs, but of the Obedience and 
Sage of N — 5 A 
the 17 the Gift e 'G efus 
off "Tis ty m in that Life and rake» of 
are urs to 55 ſo as to become the Mat- 
ter of a divine Nene and the ſteadfaſt con- 
ſtant Expectation of all the recovered and re- | 
newed Part of Mankind. In the Heathen } 4 
World it was a Matter of mere Speculation and fi 
Uncertainty, ſometimes hoped for, ſometimes 
doubted of, and at other times abſolutely de- || 
nied, as might be made appear from the lake. 7 a 
eſt Paſſages of the antient Moraliſts, Plato, Ci- 5 
cero, Seneca, Plutarch, M. Antonine, and others. \ 
Vea, whole Sects of Men, eſteemed for Wil | 
dom and Learning, entirely rejected it, and 
taught that Death was the abſolute irrecovera- 
ble Extinction of our Being, without any future 
State of Exiſtence whatſoever. And though a 
future State may, I think, be demonſtrated 
from the "moſt ungueſtionable Principles, yet 
| there are no Premiſes from whence it can be 
Clearly and certainly concluded, that the future 


MF. of Happineſs n be ftrictly Eternal; tho | 
2 I own of 1 


IP 
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1. own the Probability of it may be made a appel 


by many Arguments. 
Life, in every Period and 8 of it, is 
properly the voluntary Gift of God; the Con- 


tinuance of it therefore can only depend on the 


Directions of his own Wiſdom and good Plea- 


ure; and if there could be no Obligation on 


| God to give Being at all, but the Dictates of 


his own "Benevolence, there could be no other 


for the prolonging of it. If the right Behavi- 


our of his Creatures, upon the dale of 
their Exiſtence, abſolutely foreſeen, could not 
in the Nature of Things merit the Gift of Be- 
ing; that right Behaviour foreſeen could much 
leſs mefit the Gift of perpetual Life; a Bleſſing 
that there can be no original poſſible Inducement 
to beſtow, but the voluntary, unmerited, abſo- 


4 lutely free I Bounty of him, in whoſe Power a- 
lone tis to confer ſuch an invaluable Gift. If 
the moſt perfect Submiſſion and Obedience Oo - 
God be fo from us through every Period of 


our Lives, and is but a juſt Return to the di- 


vine Goodnefs for every preſent Moment ; no 
future Moment can be ſtrictly due to the Obe- 


dience of the paſt; much leſs any Claim of 
Equity or Juſtice ariſe from it, for an endleſs 
Ron through eternal Ages. 


This Reaſoning ſtrongly concludes, even up- 
on Suppoſition of perfect Innocence and unſin- 


ning Obedience. But as this is no where to be 
'found amongſt the Children of Men, as they are 


all Sinners againſt God, and ſubject to the Co- 


demnation 


* 


oo [Ws 


demnation of Death for this * the Reſtos 


ration to Life can only ariſe from mere Metcy, 


and the Pretence of Merit is in reality nothing 


better than the Arrogance and Madneſs of Pre- 
ſumption and Folly. So that in whatever View 
ve conſider eternal Life, whether as beſtowed 


on Creatures that have never offended, or 
as needed by ſinful and guilty Creatures con- 


demned to Death, there can be no other origi- 


nal Inducement to vouchſafe it, but the good 


Pleaſure of the Grace of God; had therefore the 


Hope of it can have no Ground: of abſolute Cer- 


tainty but immediate Revelation; nor ever be 
fully proved to be the ſure Inheritance of ſuch 


imperfect Creatures as Men are, by any mere 


Principles of Reaſon whatſoever ; becauſe no 


Train of Reaſoning can ever diſcover the ſecret 
Purpoſes of the divine Will, nor the Reſolutions 


of God's Wiſdom in reference to Mankind, nor 
demonſtrate, that there can be any ſuch Worth 
or Merit in the mixed temporary Services of ſin- 


ful Creatures, as to render eternal Life a Debt 
due to them from the ſtrict Juſtice of God; or 


that he, as the righteous Governor of the World, 
18 obliged wholly to reverſe the Penalty of 


Death, juſtly incurred, and wiſely inflicted as 
the Puniſhment of Tranſgreſſion and Guilt. Re- 
velation is the only Method that can, in the 
Nature of Things, ſettle and clear up this 
Doubt; and this God hath done in the plaineſt 


Terms by Jeſus. Chriſt, aſſuring us, that if by 


a patient Continuance in 5 wwe ſeek for 


BAD: + © . 
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Ghry, Honour and | Immortality, we + foal obtain 
eternal Life. 

But this eternal Life js the Gift of God by 
| Jeſus, Chriſt, not only as we have received 
| the Promiſe of it by him; but as our immedi- 
ate Right to it is the Purchaſe of his Sufferings 
and Death. On this Account the heavenly In- 
bhberitance ſeems to be ſtiled * 7he arge the 
acquired, Paſſion; and Chriſt is ſaid to haye 
redeemed us to God, . by bis Blood ; and he himſelf 
2 his Hearets: f The Bread that I will give 
it my Fleſh, «which: 1 will give for the Life of the 
Wold. Theſe Expreſſions, and many others 
like them, plainly denote, that our Redemption 
from. 'Sin and Miſery, our Reſtoration to Life 
and Favour, and the Inheritance of the heaven- 


ly Glory, are the Fruit of his Sufferings, and 


hd Purchaſe of his Death; upon all which Ac- 
counts, the Church is aid to [| be purchaſe ed, or 
ac quired with his own Blood. Nor is there any 
— 7 for us to be aſhamed of, or afraid to on 
this, as one of the peculiar and eſſential Doctrines 
of the Goſpel Revelation. His own Reward, 

as a Prince and a Saviour, was acquired by, and 
conferred on him, as due to the Merits of his 
Obedience unto Death. 5. e. He purchaſed or 
obtained a Right, by his Blood rn he ſhed, to - 
confer Pardon, eternal Life, and heavenly Glo- 


5 ry, on all that ſhould believe i in him. And by 


' Conſequence, if he thus purchaſed or acquired 
the Right of conferring all | theſs Bleflings on * 


2 Eph, i. * F Johm vi. 51. Acts xx. 28. 


| the 
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mY aktual allferring them, or in other words, 
our receiving them, is in virtue of tlie ſame 
Acquiſition of Purchaſe: The only Right we 
have tö them as Chriſtians is in virtue of the 

Grant to him actually to confer tllem; that 
Grant was given Him in Recompence of his O 
bediente to Death ;. the actual beſtowing them 


is the very Recompetice enſured to him, and 


therefore our receiving them is the immediate 

Effect and Fruit of that voluntary Obedience to 
Death, upon Account of which he was thus 
made the Author of Salvation to all that believe 
in and obey him. 80 that eternal Life being 


the Fruit of the Saviour's: Purchaſe; is a Doc- 0 


trine as agreeable to Truth and Reaſon, as it 18 
plainly fatight by the Goſpel Revelation. And 
therefore tis the Gift of God by him, as he 
hath bought us with a Price, not with fach cor- 
ruptible Things as Silver and Gold, But with his 
own moſt precious Blood, by which he entered in- 
to the - heavenly Sanctuary himſelf, and hath 


3 pened the Gates of it for the Entrance of all 


chole who by him do believe i in God that raiſed 


#2 R from the Dead. 


And finally, tis the Gift of God by Chriſt, 
Wo only as his Blood hath purchaſed it, but as 
his Hand ſhall hereafter finally beſtow it. For, 
ſays he, * the Hour is coming, and now is, when 

the Dead "ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, 


and they that hear ſhall liue; For as the Father E 


hath Life in bimfelf, fo hath be 3 to the Son 
1 _ 25. 


— 


e 
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to 1 Life. in himſelf. And as he hath "IR 


the Power to quicken the Dead, and ſhall final- 
ly raiſe them out of their Graves to a new Life, 
ſo * God hath appointed a Day. in which he will | 


judge the e Chriſt. His Sentence 
ſhall determine the Lot of all Men, and fix their 
Condition. Thoſe whom he condemns ſhall g⁰ 


away into everlaſting Puniſhment, and hate 
whom he pronounces faithful, ſhall enter into 
their Maſter's Foy, be bleſſed of his Father, and 

inberit the Kingdom prepared for them from the 
Foundation of 2 Word. So that the clear Re- 
velation, that eternal Li ſhall be the Gift of 


God, the actual Purchaſe of this Gift for us, 


and the final beſtowing it at the Concluſion of 


the univerfal Judgment, is by the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, diſcovers the Greatneſs of our Obligati- 
ons to him, and ſhews the Reaſonableneſs of 
living by the Faith of the Son of God, 40b0 loved 


us, and gave bimfelf for us. 


And to how many uſes may each part of 
this Subject be improved? | 
1. How. fit is it to learn us ent 
and Fear of offending by wilful and pre- 
ſumptuous Sins; ſince this Doctrine is the moſt 


- convincing Argument of the intrinſick and 


unalterable Evil of Sin. God, when he or gh 
nally made Man, made him upright, and de- 
ſigned him for Happineſs; gave him Life, and 


| the Means of continuing it, providing him with 


a 1 Remedy to re * all the Decays of 
* Acts Xvii. . | | k; | 
p his 
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His Frame, that might tend to Diſſolution and 
Death. And yet we now find all the Appear- 
ances of Things quite contrary to this primitive 
Order of Nature, and can ſcarce diſcern any 
Traces of this original Settlement: of God. In- 
ſtead of Uprightneſs there is an univerſal Cor- 
ruption and Degeneracy of Mankind, and in the 
room of Happineſs, Evils and Calamities every 
vhere continually abound, Circumſtances both 
complained of by the moſt thoughtful * Men 
in antient Ages. Life itſelf is ever in ſuch Un- 
certainty, as that we cannot enſure the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it for a ſingle Day, nor are the moſt ef- 
ficacious Remedies of Nature able to redeem 
one Soul from Death. And it is not therefore 
without reaſon, that Men are perpetually com- 
Plaining of the preſent World, as a Vale of 
Tears, and a Scene of Miſery, abounding with 
A per -petual Succeſſion of afflictive Evils. 
And yet certainly the World itſelf is an agree- 
able Place, in which there is an innumerable 
Variety of Objects to raiſe our Wonder, to 
Pleaſe our Curioſity, and to afford us a large 
Diverſity of entertaining Gratifications. Every 
thing in it is well ordered, and wiſely contrived, 
for Pleaſure and Happineſs, and every ones 81— 
tuation in it would be more or leis comfortable, 
Was there not ſome real violence to prevent it. 


O arvgwr© en Jeers yu £51. Trepetuv O- axen- 
SO, txzems Bon deins, avcaruiey& amdtarCty, ag, ewdtns mai 
yum, Ge axza{oy, ane URTEIS Tbs ide 
| aus Mpeg. x. T. A» Hippocr. Damag. p. 925, 926. 
Lait. Lug. Bat. | 
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La 9 
What ihen i is this; unnatural. QbitraGien- to 
== pipeſs:?- Whenge ariſes this Traincof | 

that hath heen- the Lot-of ail Men, in 

d. Nations of the. World,. and 
| ba” corny rt and ſometimes ſaddeply. intro- 
-.chiecs Death itſelf? Ehe Cauſe is too obvious, 
and there is neee 
Source of all this ee Ae 
Beil and that is Sn. ie 
Whaence came pabliele Diſpgders and Out 

-ties; , Mlbence come Mars and oy NE 
Dun? Comer they not hence, even of; Mou. Luis? 
Are they not Hing: to Mens intemperate Paſ- 
Gans, to heir An and Pride, to their 
Seriminal Love of Riches and! Rleaſures, their 


Abirſt after Dominion, and their Luſt pf. Pow- 


hain 


1er>Are nottheſe the Eimer nah 


bent; Firebrangs, Arrows,cond-Death ?. 
apPin of private . 2 


Whence flows the U 


Q 


milies, that ſoioften breaks in upon the Order 


and Peace of them, and ghaſes away All Proſ- 
Perity and Comfort from tlieir Habitations i ? 
©Dotls it not proceed, either from Indolence or 
Soth, from a voluptuaryr Diſpoſtion, from In- 
Jaſtice and ma roi from Luxury and Extraya- 
ance, or- from proud ,1:fiſh, peeviſh and 
_- empers, not ſubdued by Ræaſon, not 
eorreted Wn Int and an ok _ Oy 
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Jo what are we indebted for all the Diſtem- 
pers that torment our Bodies, that prey upon 
dur Conſtitutions, prevent the Reliſh of Life, 
ſhorten our Days, and end in the moſt frightful | 
Convulſions and Wrackings of our Natures? 
Doth any one think that chronical and acute Diſ- 
tempers were originally and neceſſarily forced 
upon Mankind, and are the primitive Appoint- 
ments of the God of Nature, on purpoſe to 
lague and puniſh them, without any criminal 
Imprudence and Tran greffion of their own ? 
The Thought is injurious to the Goodneſs and 
Providence of God. Health and Eaſe are both his 
Gifts, and Reaſon and Revelation point out the 
5 certain Way to ſecure them. Sickneſs and Pain 
are owing to the Inventions and Follies of Men 
themſelves, and conſtantly found in the Purſaits 
of Vice. This i is oftentimes evidently ſeen in | 
thoſe Diſeaſes and Calamitles that are the imme= - | 
diate Effects of Mens finful Indulgences, and ., 
that direQly puniſh their irregular Exceſſes, and A 
make them pay dear for all their unhallowed 'I 
5 Gratifications. 8 i 
And with reſpect to others, 00 may not * 
low themſelves in Practices, that are ſimply and 
in their Nature vicious, yet I am apt to think it 
will generally, if not always, be found true, that 
theit 7 and Diſtempers ariſe more from too 
free an Uſe of that Plenty with which they 
ſatiate themſelves, than any other Cauſes what- 
ſoever. The habitual, uninterrupted Feeding to 


; 2 F all, and the daily rd on the Varieties 
G Fe, of 


} 


: * 
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of a well-ſp Wet Table, corrupt and enflame the 
Blood, fat the Body with morbid Humours, . 
and lay the Foundation for a Com 3 of 

Illneſs and Diſtempers. 
The Body is fo exquiſitely framed, and con- 
fiſts of ſuch an infinite Number of inconceiva- - 
bly fine Ducts and Paſſages, as that without the 
utmoſt Care and Temperance, Obſtructions will 
grow and increaſe, and the neceſſary Secretions 
be in a great Meaſure prevented ; whereby Pains, 
Sickneſſes and Diſorders of many Kinds will be 
Introduced, that will ſhake the Frame, and of- 
tentimes diſſolve it. So that conſtant Tem 
rance, proper and ſeaſonable Abſt inences From 
the otherwiſe lawful Indulgencies of Life, and 
that Mortification of the Body, which Senſua- 
liſts deride and ſcoff at, are Points of Wiſdom 
and Virtue, and not only neceſſary by the Rules 
of Religion, but thoſe of Safety and Phyſick too. 
And therefore every Gratification, that is really 
inconſiſtent with them, and that tends to bur- 
then and diſorder the bodily Conſtitution, hath 
4 Degree of Guilt in it as well as Folly. So 
that tis Sin properly that is the Cauſe of all the 
main Calamities we complain of in the natu- 
ral and moral World, and is that dreadful Evil 
that brings a Curſe with it both upon the Mind 
and Body of all that harbour and delight in it. 
Oh how powerful an Argument is this, to 
deteſt and refrain from it? Shall I cheriſh that : 
which ſpoils the original Order of Things, and 


| Kings ation and Ruin into the Creation | 
| | | _ of 


l 
of God? Shall I be fond of my own Shame and 
Infamy ? Shall I voluntarily render myſelf mi- 
ſerable, and ſeek after and delight in my o] n 
Deſtruction ? Shall I take Pleaſure in that, 
' which bears a direct Contrariety to the divine 
Purity and Rectitude, and is the neceflary and 
immutable Abhorrence of my God? Shall I be 
fond of Death, and lay myſelf under Obliga- 
tions to eternal Death? No. Fly, my Soul, 
even from the Appearance of this fatal Miſchief, 
and keep at the fartheſt Diſtance from every 
Temptation that would enſnare thee to it. Ever 
remember for thy Warning and Caution, that 

her End is bitter as Wormwood, and ſbarp as a 
teeo-edged Sword : That her Feet go down to 
Death, and her Steps take hold on Hell. 

2. How well adapted is this Doctrine, to inſpire 
the penitent Believer with Hope and Courage, 
and to create in him the moſt thankful Adora- 
tion for thoſe Riches of the Grace of God, that 
have been diſcovered in Chriſt, who is zhe Way, 
the Trith, and the Life, and who is made the 
Author of eternal Salvation to all them that be- 
lieve. *. By the Offence of one Man, even Adam, 
many died. Much more hath the Grace of God, 
and the Gift of. Lite procured by the Grace of 
one Man even Teſus Chriſt, abounded unto many. 

Judgment t, by means of one Offence proceeded 

to the Condemnation of Death. The free Gift is 
by, or notwithſtanding many Offences, unto Fuſti- 
fication of Life. || By one Man, and by the 
Rom. v. 15. 5 + Yer. 16. Ver. wn | 
EY: Offence 


besen Ei. He, by by bearing 
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Offence of that one Man, Death reigned. Much 
more. they who have received the abundant Grace 
and Gift of Righteouſneſs, obtained by the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt, hall reign in Life by that one 
Man Feſus Chriſt; ſo that * as by the Offence of 
one, Judgment proceeded upon all Menſto their 
Condenniation, fo by the Righteouſneſs of one, the 
free Grace might abound: auto all Men, fo their 
receiving the Juſtification of Life ; that + as by 
Means of the Diſobedience of one Man many were 


J conſtituted and treated as Sinners, by r 


jected 
ba. Ver. 18. £ | + Ver. 19. 


| Auaproau xTre3yrgy. Peccatoreg conſtituti fine.” cone 
ſtituted, made Sinners. The Expreſſion fneans the ſame with 
that of the Apoltle, I He hath made him to be Sin for us, i. e. 
he was made and | offered to beat the Sins of many. To be made 
a Sinner, to be made Sin, to bear Sin, are all equivalent Ex- 
| ons. Now the meaning of bearing Sin avere apaprizy, 

may be ſettled by an unqueſtionable Authority. Antiphon, the 
Orator, pleading for a tha accuſed of accidentally killing ano- 

ther, ſays in his behalf: To wer uv flegRν%,,F + cope 4 

n av Hygtos unf Ts Are ] . bo, 1 74 
ESL TYS AUT He mag ober. This Youth, who is chargeable 
with no Fault, can't be juſtly puniſhed for the Offender, for it is 
ficient that he, the Offender, bear bis con Fault, i.e. as it fol- 
os up” eduT# gr. He. was puniſbed by himſelf. And 
- again: O ey gap v7 Or, mas _ 02 5 „ peß r, vt u cher 

s own Sins, i. e. bei 


| 3 for them, il invo ve u body in guilt, So that bearing 


$i is being puniſhed for it. A Man Bears his own Sins, who 
hath ſinned and is punifhed for them. He bears another: Sins, 
who, when they have finned, bears that Puniſhment which 
chey ſhould — ſuffered. And a Man #: confituted a Sinner, 
when he is ſubjected to that Penalty which is due to Sinners, 
whether he himſelf hath a or not $ for he i. * 4 
inner, 


1 2 Cor v 21. Heb. ix. 28. ee Orat, 
p. 69, Edit, Hanoy, + 7 
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jetted to Death, fo by Means of the Obedience of 


one Man, many might be cunſtituted, i. e. treated 


as Righteous, by being freed from Death, and 


made the Heirs of Life. 


It was great Goodneſs in God to give us Being | 


and Life, when we originally were not, and to 
create us with all our various Powers and Capa- 
cities for ſubſtantial Happineſs. But to reverſe 
the Sentence of deſerved Death, to reſtore Life 


when forfeited by Sin, to give us the Hope of 


eternal Life, who by many- Offences have ren- 
dred ourſelves unworthy of this temporal one; 
yea, 10 raiſe us to the new and lively Hope of an 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not 
.gway, and that is reſerved in Heaven for us, who 
are truly {5 than the leaſt of all God's. Mercies 


This is the Heighth of ſovereign Goodneſs, and 


there can be nothing wanting to increaſe the 
Riches, or enhance the Value of it; nothing 


that can be a more ſubſtantial Foundation to 


ſupport the Faith, and eſtabliſh the Comfort of 


all that are ſmcerely reconciled to God, and made 


in Truth the Partakers of his Holineſs. 
For you will remember, that as Sin is tho 
Cauſe of Death, ſo the Death of Sin is abſo- 


lutely neceſfary to our having a Right to the In- 


Sinner, by being made to bear Sin, i. e. the Puniſhment due to 


it. And this is evidently the Meaning of the Apoſtle in che 


Place before us; becauſe the being conſtituted Sinners in the 19th 
Verſe, is ſpoken of as the Effect of Condemnation in the 1 Sth 5 


ich Eſſect can by no other than "ws of Fa , 
beritance 


: 
by. 1 
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heritance of Life. For * every. one wha hath this 
Hope in him, purifies himſelf as Chriſt is pure. 
Art thou ſtill a Slave to Vice and Wickedneſs, 
art thou {till under the Dominion of Sin? Plat- 
ter not thy ſelf with vain and deluſive Ima- 
ginations. Thou art, as ſuch, under the irre- 
pealable Sentence of Death, But, hold. Let 
me not deceive thee. No, Sinner, if thou dieſt 
without Repentance and Reconciliation to God, 
thou ſhalt live again, and be raiſed. by the Pow- 
cr of Chriſt from thy Grave. But, oh, what 
Terrors ſhall that Reſurrection in troduce thee 
to! Thou ſhalt awake to Shame and everlaſting 
| Contempt, Thou ſhalt ariſe only to fall under 
the Condemnation of the ſecond Death, and to 
be pumſhed with an everlaſting Deſtrufion' from 
the Preſence of the Lord, and the Glory. of his 
—_. 

It is the renewed and recovered Part of Man- 
kind only that ſhall awake to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures of eternal Day, that ſhall triumph by 
everlaſting Life over the Power of Death, and 
be allowed to enjoy the ſubſtantial Bleſſedneſs 
of immortal ond heavenly Glory. And how 
_ grateful and refreſhing will this Reſurrection to 
them be! What Pleaſure will they feel to find 
themſelves, as in a Moment, reſtored to all the 
. original Perceptions of their Nature, to behold 
the heavenly Garment of Dignity and Honour 
that ſhall inveſt them, to ſee themſelves freed 
from every thing that is . groſs, e- 
. . 5 
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ple and mortal, to bnd themſelves able to ſoar 
above the Ruins of this World, to mix them- 
ſelves with kindred Angels, and aſſociate with 
thoſs favourite and happy Sons of God! How 
will they rejoice to diſcern the Tokens of their 
Saviour's Appearance, to find their Faith and 
Hope in him confirmed by eee him as he is, 
and hearing from his Mouth that ſolemn Sen- 2 
tence, that ſhall 1 pes their Fidelity, and ad- 
judge them to the Manſions of heavenly Light 
and Glory! What can they wiſh more to com- 
pleat their Satisfaction, when they ſhall be ad- 
mitted to the Glories of the divine Preſence, 
enjoy the reviving Light of God's Countenance, 
and derive their "Happineſs immediately from 
that inexhauſtible Source of Perfection and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs! In a word, when God, the all-ſufficient 
God, ſhall be to them all in all | But here even 
Imagination ceaſes, and the Power of Words is 
entirely at an end. For in this Senſe it is true, 

that Eye hat h not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei ther 
have Hal into the Heart of Man, the 7 hings 
nobich God hath prepared for them that love bim. 
Thrice happy are they who live by this Faith, 

and govern their whole Conduct by the Proſpect 
of theſe important Futurities. It was this that 


ſupported the Patience and Courage of that 


good Man, your late worthy Paſtor, at the laſt 
Moments of his Life. He ſaw and owned the 
Demerits of Sin: He believed in and was re- 
freſhed by his Hope in God, and the Promiſe | 
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| hath left behind him, it appears, t 
bad his moſt early Regards, and that he was one 


Af 569 


of that eternal Life which he had received by 


| _ Chriſt Jeſus his Lord; and had no other Com- 


fort in Death, but what: he built on dh ſure | 


| wad. nevere failing Foundation. 


Though my Acquaintance * him, as to 
any Intimacy and Friendſhip, was but late, and 
indeed begun with ſome Prejudices in Disfavour 
of Aron the more I knew him the better I 
loved him, and my Valuè for him increaſed by y 
almoſt every. Converſation 1 had with him, till 


| at length it aroſe to a very high Degree of Aﬀec- 


tion. | His whole Deportment was grave and ſe- 
rious, as became the Nature of his Office, and 
the: Dignity of his Character. His Piety to et | 
was believe truly unaffected, ſeemed engrafte 
into his very Temper, and to be the preyailing 


Habit of 1 Soul. From his P Fier 2 he 
at Religion 


of thoſe happy Pe ew who feared God from his 
Nath, And no wonder that ſuch a Senſe of 


God, early impreſſed, ſhould. become complex- 


 jonal andhhabitual, and prove the Ornament and 


Security of his whole after Life. 'Tis effentially 
to the Character of one whoſe Office 


neceſſary 
is to be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and he was 


in this Reſpect an eminent Example of that God- 


| lines which he inculcated on you. 
is Inclination to the Miniſtry. was early and 
very ſtrong, and as his Parents had laid the 


Pawan for this Service, by giving him a 


pious 
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- pious and virtuous Education, fo he made chaſe 
| Improvements in the firſt Parts of Learning at 
the Grammar. School in Cheſterfield, where he 
was born; as that during an Apprenticeſhip, to 
which he was put contrary to his Inclinations; 
he was frequently applied to by the Scholars that 
came after him, for his Aſſiſtance in making 
their Exerciſes ; which he gave them on Con- 
dition of their bringing them back to him cor- 
rected by the Maſter, making the Help he gave 
them an Improvement of himſelf in his own' 
Learning, which he diligently purſued under 
many Difficulties and Diſadvantages, This, 
with his tranſlating a Sermon into Latin preached 
on Occaſion of the Acceſſion pf his late Ma- 
jeſty King George I. made him ſoon taken No- 
tice of by ſeveral Perſons of Worth and Learn- 
ing, and determined them to aſſiſt him in pro- 
ſecuting his Studies, in order to fit him for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, for which Providence | 
| ſeemed to deſign him, rather than for that ſe- 
cular Employment, that, againſt his own 
Choice, was originally intended for him. 
His Academical Studies were under the Di- 
«on and Care of two worthy Men, Mr. Hill 
who died March 2. 1719-20, and Dr. Latham 
at Hndern in Derbyſtire, who is now living, and 
Pall engaged in the ſame Work, and to whom 
our Intereſt is indebted for many able and 
veel Miniſters in the Church of Chriſt.” 
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"Ui firſt Settlement, in ſtated Service, was 
at Aluaſted and Lea in the ſame County; and as 
he was naturally fearful and ſuſpicious of: him- 

| ſelf, he .choſe his firſt Subject ſuitable to his 
. own Diſpoſition, from Pal. lvi. 3. What time 
Lam afraid 1 will -truſt in thee. * rom hence 
| he removed to Valgfteld in Yorkſhire, as an Al- 
ſiſtant to Mr. Hawkins ; on which he hath left 
behind him a Remark, that ſhews the ſerious 
| and pious Turn of his Mind. The Lord grant 
it 2 the beſt, on each Side. May I chief- 
ly intend, purſue, and be ſucceſsful in promoting 
Gals Gly, my own and others Salvation, and 
then 1 doubt not all ſhall go well with me. This is 
ray Heart's Defire and Prayer fo God. He after 
this applied himſelf to the Study of Phyſick, 
which he purſued with ſuch Diligence and Suc- 
ceſs, at Dirk, where he ſtudied ſome Time, 

as that he received his Degree from the Uni- 
verſity there, with very ample Teſtimonials of 
his Skill in that uſeful and honourable Profeſ- 
ſion. From Wakefield he was invited to Md. 
. burſt in 2 in 172 5, and in Auguſt the fol- 
lowing * Year, upon my Call to the Oi Fury, 
ſetiled amongſt you; to whom he hath been 
an; e Word, in Conver ſation, | in Cha- 
ri, ir Spirit, in Faith and Purity. | 
From his numerous Pa , many of which * 
have reviſed ſince his Ded containing his Re- 


marks on and Extracts from a Variety Gs Books 
an Subjects, and his conſtant ſtated Service 


- amongſt. 
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amongſt you, it abundantly appears, that he 
gave great Attendance to Reading, 4 Exborta. 
tion, and to Ductrine; and his Obſervations up- 
on ſome of the moſt difficult Subjects, diſcover a 
very excellent Judgment and a thorough Know. 
ledge concerning them. The Variety of his 
Service fully employed all his Time, and he hath 
| left many Hints behind him, that ſhew he 
made Conſcience of the Whole of that impor- 
tant Work to which the Providence of God 

tad called him. | 

"His Preaching was plain, but Sons and in- 
ſtructive, and adapted to promote the Purpoſes 
of practical Godlineſs, and the Salvation of thoſe 
who heard him; and 1 hope many of you are 
his Witneſſes, that his Miniſtry, was not an al- 
together unſucceſsful one amGny ngſt you. . His 
private Converſation was ſerious, conſtantly, as 
far as I could obſerve, turning upon ſome uſe- 
ful Subject, that might either improve his 
| Knowledge, or better his Heart. 

There was one thing in him, that appeared 
to me truly amiable, and that heightened my 
— Efteem for him into the ſincereſt Friendſhip ; 
and that was a paſſionate Deſire after Truth, 
that ſometimes even betrayed an inward Uneafi- 
neſs of Mind in the Enquiry and Purſuit after it. 
I have often been witneſs to the Anxieties of 
his Spirit on this Account, and to that Impa- 
tiencè for farther Light, in Difficulties that oc- 
curred to his Thoug| 15 ns is a ſure A 

| 0 


. - 1 7 


— 
\ 


[ 6c "= 
at 1 a generous and honeſt Mind And ſuch 
was his Integrity in this Reſpect, that he eaſily 
ſurmounted all. the Prejudices that could be 
thrown in his Way, and readily ſubmitted to 
Lig Evidence of Truth 94 he diſcerned 
And from what he knew. of himſelf, and 
a Difficulties he ſaw in Matters of Specula- 
tion, he contracted the moſt diffuſive . Charity 
towards all who differed from him, and knew 
that Cenſoriouſneſs and raſh Judging the State 
_of others, was. neither a Temper becoming the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, nor a Method proper to 
bring others to the Acknowledgment of the 
| "Trath as it was in Jeſus. | 
If in the latter Part of his Life he W 1 250 | 
His Sentiments 1 in ſome of the abſtruſer Points 
of Religion, as it ſhould not be concealed that 
he had altered them, and Which he was far 
from concealing from you, Lam well aſſfured 
this Alteration did not proceed from Fickleneſs 
I and Levity of Temper, or a Love of Novelty, 
but from the full Perſuaſion and matureſt Con- 
. Vion of his Judg ment and Conſcience. 1 
* was. the Effect of his deliberate Study, the 
moſt careful Enquiry, and ſerious. and i impor- 
_tunate Prayer to the God of Truth, to direct 
- him into the Knowledge: of It, as he hath more 
than once intimated to me, in the Converſations 
e have had together. An Alteration of Sen- 
timents in ſuch Circumſtances, muſt I think 
Lreate a real Eſteem for his Memory, even 
1 amongſt 


0 
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amongſt. ſuch of you, ſhould there be any ſucli, 
to whom ſuch Alteration might not be ahoge. 


ther ſo agreeable; ; and on theſe Accounts, 2 
well know, he had himſelf great Pleaſure ii = 


the Review of it. I think indeed that Integri- 
ty is an unqueſtionable Part of his Character 
song all that were acquainted with him, and 
12 am His V Witneſs tliat he eaſing Re- 
flections of it in his own Mind, and doubt not 
but he hath left full Impreſſi ions of it in "oy 
one of your Conſciences. 
The particular Rules he laid aol for his 
Conduct, as a Chriſtian, a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
as a Phyſician, as an Inſtructor of Vouth, as a 


Member of a profeſſing Family, as related to 


his own Family, and as a Member of civil So- 


ciety, all remaining under his own' Hand, are 


truly Chriſtian, Exemplary and Prudent, and 
ſhew his Deſire to be uſeful in Life, and 950 
ted of G Od... 

The Reſolutions he Brod as ihe general 


Rules of his Life, and which he renewed, in 


an humble Dependance on the Grace of God, 
were ſuch, as I would recommend to you, both 


for your Safety and your Comfort. I will 


* keep my Heart with all Diligence. I will 


9 4 make God my End, my chief End in all 


my Actions, and all in all in my Enjoyments. 
ei carefully obſerve, attend to, and re- 


<« gard every Suggeſtion of my Conſcience, and 


40 1 — — of God, whom T* implore to 


t be 


| iſ hy U. 

i de my continnal Light and. Guide: My Bi- 
ble ſhall be my daily FRE Rule, for 
1 great Delight. Oh, how:I 
| « love thy Law! — ee am 
0 <. refreſhed in. Never, whilft I am able to 
ce pray, will I, omit or neglect it. 3 

«true Chriſtian. who. hath. no ſecret. Converſe | 
% with God. I will prige my Sabbaths, thoſe 
| +. delightful Pays to renewed Souls. I hope I 
.<s. have found them ſo. I will ſpeak Eyil un- 
tc neceſſarily of no Man. That 1. may be | 
e chearful,' good tempered, affable and patient, 4 
«6; ill endeavour always to walk cloſely with 

4. Gad, and to keep a good. Conſcience, thus 
« to have fair, Weather always within. When 
«© he down, it ſhall be with explicit Medita- 
<< tions on ods: that i Lr be ſtill 
«. with him. | 

His frequent Remarks which he hath left 
behind him on ſeveral Occurrences of his Life, 
ſhew an hahitual Eye to the Providence of 
God, and a conſtant Senſe of Religion impreſ- 
ding his Heu, and directing his daily Behavi- 
ons. © His tender Conſtitution, not I — "HY 
Uttle impaired by his plication to the Duties 
of his Statien, and the Studies he delighted in, 
he endeavoured to relieve and ſupport by Tra- 
vels abroad, for the Events of which he. 5 
pared himſelf by the moſt ſerious Reſigna 
af himſelf ta God, and committing Pantelf 
th „ and Blefling of his . 
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/ ²⁰˙ AE. ²˙ ds Rt 


[6] 


| The Day he ſet out for France, Fualy 31. 773% 


he left the following Note: This Day I 
« ſetting out for France, by Air and Exerciſe . 
© and Receſs from my manifold Labours o 

© endeayour the Reparation of my Health, 


<< in of late hath been much impaired. 2 


© go forth upon the Wing of Prayer publick 


* and private. I entreat the divine Preſence. 


If I never more viſit my Habitation, I ſub- 


c mit, I have confeſt my Sins to God, and 


t this Morning beſought the Lord to forgive 


* me. I wait for God's Salvation, and hope 
* in his Word. As wherever I live, my 
* Prayers; ſo where, how and whenſoever I 

die, I truſt my Soul, through the Mercy of 


my dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wil find its way 


to Heaven,” 
The laſt Journey he took was to Geneva, 


where he met with the moſt friendly and ho- 
nourable Reception from the Reverend and 
Learned Paſtors and Profeſſors of that City, 
| who have fince teſtified their great Eſteem for 
bim by Letters under their Hand, and to 
whom he made the moſt. grateful. Acknow- | 
ledgments by one written to them in good and 


Lade He, promiſed himſelf great 


5 Pleafure in a Correſpondence with that worthy 


Body, and gave me the moſt pleaſing Account 


of their Unanimity amongſt themſelves under 


their reſpective | Differences of O pinion, their 


| 0 their Piety, their indefargable Zeal 


mM 


. 


a] 
in their publick Services, their Benevolence and 


Charity, and in general of the virtuous and 
excellent Behaviour of all Ranks and * 


in that fietle, but happy Republick.  . 


In all bis Journies into foreign Parts he ex- 
perienced the Protection he ſo ſolemnly im 
plored, and even in ſome Circumſtances 4 


_ evliar Danger; which he hath recorded with an 


affectionate Gratitude, to the Honour of him 
that delivered him. 

As he made theſe ann far the ale of 
his Health, and to fit him the better for the 
ſtated Duties of his Calling, ſo I doubt not, 
had it pleaſed God to ſpare his Life, he would 
have oy his principal Cares to have ſerved you 


in — of his Son, and to have promoted | 


Criſtian Faith and Temper, as the 
fareſt Propiaratives for that eternal Salvation he 
ved and died in the chearful Hope of. But 


e ſovereign Lord of Life and Death thought 
fit to diſpoſe of him otherwiſe for his own Ad- 


Vantage, and to take him from you in the 


midſt of his Uſefulneſs. And when he 
found himſelf on his laſt Journey to the eter- 
nal World, and experienced how difficult a 


Work it was to die, yet the near and certain 


Proſpect of his Change, and the Concern. he 


had in his laſt Moments for his own Salvation, 


did not ſo entirely engroſs his Thoughts, as to 
render him unmindful of you, or unconcerned 


— 


* Welfare. He commended his moſt 
affec- 


„ 


F 


aftectionate Love to you, and expreſſed his 


grateful Acknowledgments for your Kindneſs 
to him in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, and 
| ſpeaking of you to his Friend: Tell them; 
' © lays he, 1 _— for them in the heartieſt Man- 

6 ner, and fac] I have daily prayed for them: 
cc Tell them, I wiſh I could have done more 
c for the Glory of God, the. Intereſt of the 
* Redeemer, and the Welfare of their Souls: 
Tell them, how ardently I wiſh their Proſ- 


«c perity and Peace, and that I particularly pray, 


ce that they may forbear one another in Love, 


ec and that the God of Peace may be with | 


<« them.” 

This was the excellent 3 of his Soul 3 in 
his concluding Hours, this the Diſpoſition that 
rendred him ſuperior to the Terrors of Death, 
and fit for the 1 of a better World: A 


Diſpoſition formed of Humility for having done 


no more for God and you, feryent Wiſhes that 
he could have been better ſerviceable in his Sta- 
tion, ardent Prayers to God for your Salvation, 
who were his peculiar Charge, warm Gratitude 
for your Friendſhip to him and the Support you 
gave him in his Work, and the moſt generous 
Concern that you might abound in Benevolence 
and Tenderneſs to one another, and enjoy the 


| Preſence and Fayour of the God of Peace and 


Love. 1 
No cler . in ſuch a Pas of Mind, | 


= he ſhould be able to meet his Death, which. he 
| | EE found . 


I 


. 
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found haſtning on its Approaches towards him, 
vith a becoming Reſolution and Compoſure, and 
think with Pleaſure of the ſecond Appearance 
of his Lord. This was the Subject he inſiſted 
on, the laſt Lord's Day he ſpoke to you in pub- 
lick, and which looks almoſt like a providential 
Funeral Sermon for himſelf, from thoſe Words: 


tes. 


He which teſtiſietb theſe things ſaith, Surely, J 


come quickly : Amen, even ſo come Lord Feſus. 
The MHeaneſday following, being the Day of the 
General Faſt, he took his Farewel of the Pul- 
pit, ending his Miniſterial Services with the So- 
lemnitics of that Day, being ſeized in the Even- 
ing of it with that Diſtemper which confined 
him to his Bed the Friday after, from which he 
never roſe more. OL GET 
During the Progreſs of his Diſorder, which 
was lingring and painful, I found him chearful 
and eaſy, without any the leaſt Appearance of 
Fear, or any one fingle Apprehenſion to diftrefs 
him, though he had in his own Mind the Sen- 
tence of Death. He told his Friend, that con- 
ſtantly attended him during his Illneſs, that he 
had dying Work on him, that it was hard Work, 
yet be did not faint, for God did, and would up- 
hold him : © That he had Hope in God through | 


e Chriſt, that God had had his Heart from his 


tc Youth, and diſpoſed him to the Love of his 
' + © Bible, and to delight in that which was 
> M Good, as long as he could remember 2 That 


Rer. xxii. 20. h 
ES cc he 


1 


. 1 had * loved the Service of God, and 
«experienced much Enlargement of Heart 
therein: That the good Diſpoſition, which 
„ he had always had towards all Mankind, he 


te had cultivated and preſerved to the utmoſt of 
« his Power, and that as this had afforded him 


e high Satisfaction in Life, ſo it gave him much 
« Combert on his dying Bed: That he had 


„ laboured to know the Mind and Will of 
&« God all his Life, and had made a religious 
* Taſk of every Part of his Work ; and doubt- 


& ed not, through the Bleſſing of God, of ſome 
9 Succeſs after his Death, eſpecially amongſt. 


 « the riſing Generation. He b ge his Courſe 
* had been more equal, but he had never ſuf- 


< fered Sin to reſt with him, and rejoyced that 


© he had in ſome Meaſure a Diſpoſition for a 


<< better State: That he deſired and eſteemed 
e nothing ſo much as the Favour of God all his 
„ Life, and which now he had a comfortable | 


© Senſe of. 

- ' Glorious Reflections theſe, Chriſtians, upon 
Aa ching Bed, and which furniſh a much nobler 
Cordial under the awful Prof pe of Eternity, 
than any Conſiderations in the whole World can 


do without them. Oh, may you all feel the 


Value and Efficacy of ſuch Supports, when you 
come to the laſt Period of Life. When Fleſh 


and Heart ſhall fail you, may you have the Teſ- 


timony of a good Conſcience to ſtrengthen your 


Faith and Truſt in God, and your Hope in the 
* Purchaſe 


— 


4 — a > 
Y : 
Wo :, b 2 0 ? 
: nerd ries tg 1 . k 7 5 
. — 3 7 7 * 9 _— 4 . 8 1 2 v5 « * 
* — apt. c > May. Ro Sai e e ; aries "8 SEE 6 ” 
"EAR bs tt: n B e p WY e 3 
90 r c <-> * oy 1 
- 4 . N — 8 d * "Wo ” "Ms 
4 - PEN » - OO PIR 8 L * y 8 
2 a 


; . 60 'P 
Piirchaſe of the Redeefner's Sufferings and 
Death. And in order to your ſecuring this 
Happineſs, let me beſeech you to remember, 
the Humility and Meekneſs, the Sim licit ty 
and Candor, the Inoffenſiveneſs and 
neſs, the Seriouſneſs and Piety, and let me 
add, the Benevolence and Charity, that con- 
ſtantiy appeared in the Temper and Conduct of 
him, who was lately over you in the Lord; 
hoſt Faith and Fidelity follow, whoſe Virtues 
- imitate, whoſe Converſation in theſe Reſpects 
be careful to co y after, that you may be 515 
Crown another "the and char you and he may 
rejoice togetber at the bleſſed Seaſon, when the 
Lord Teſus ſhall appear to be gbr. fed in bis 
Saints, and admired in all them hos believe. 

And as J cannot but retain a ſincere Af. 
| feftion for you, from the ſame Relation in 
which I once ſtood to you, and as here was 
my firſt Settlement in the facred Service of 
the Miniſtry ; fo I heartily. pray God to ſup- 
ply your Loſs, by one who ſhall have every 
Qualification to do you good, and make you 
entirely eaſy and happy. As you are here, 
from ſeveral Congregations, collected into one, 
bear with me when I fay: That Chriſtian 
Candor, the Zove you ſhould mutually cheriſh 

for one another, and the Deſire you ſhould eve 
one cultivate for the Edification of all, ſhould diſ- 
Lend you to thoſe mutual Submiffions and 
ondeſcenſions, that may tend, and in your 
Circum- 


— 


i : 


1 6x 1 : . 
Gee are even neceſſary to your com- 
 jortable future Settlement. Intemperate Heat 
and imprudent Warmth, in thoſe who chooſe, 
or in him that is choſen, will injure, muſt 
divide you, and render his Lot uncomfortable 
that may reſide amongſt you. Suffer me 
therefore, as your Friend, earneſtly to exhort 
you, to proceed with Caution and Care, 
with Union and Peace amongſt yourſelves, 
and with an humble Dependance on divine 
Direction; and may the Great Maſter of the 
Aſſemblies guide your Feet into the Ways of 
Peace, Check . every Beginning and Tenden- 
cy in yourſelves or others to enflame and 
_ . Ciſunite you, and ſeek after one that will 
faithfully infirut you in the great Things of 
God, and the Way of Salvation; rather than 
one who will t himſelf” to the Prejudices 
of ſuch who = him, and reſolve at all 
Events 10 pleaſe, even when he cannot pro- 
fit you. And may you have the Conduct 
of the Wiſdom and good Spirit of God to 
direct your Choice, that it may fall on one 
Who may approve himſelf à. faithful Minifter 
e Jeſus Chriſt, a Workman that need not be 
aſhamed ; that he may add to this Society a 
large Encreaſe of ſuch who ſhall be finally 
 faved. And may our Lord Yeſus Chriſt bini- 
ff, and God even our Father, who hath loved 
us, and giv ven us everlaſting Conſolation and 


good 


* 8 D oY - 2 
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good H. through Grace, comfort your Hearts 
and e, you in every good Ward 7 and Werk, 


_ 


: 70 the End that you- may be confirmed in Holi- 

1 190 before God even our Father at the. coming 

E: our ' Lord Jeſs Chris N with bis 
Saints. . 75 5 
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A Vindication of the Hiſtory of the O 

. Teftament, in Anſwer to the Miſrepreſen- 

tations and Calumnies of Thomas Morgan, M. D. 
and Moral Philoſopher, By Samuel Chandler, 


Printed for J. NooN at the White-Heart, 
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